2 2 


* LA 
FR ig» I 


J ; 
"he - 2 .* 


SIE 3 . 


| . 7 0 7 
* EWA - =. 4 3 1 7 


* 


rinte oo PER, in Pater- 
Men. 


ne Shilling! 


2 : 4 & » 
1 - of 3 5 3 : " 
- 4 : £ 2 . 
* 5 : 4 1 E Ma, * 
* - 


. 


4 * 
* * N 
8 


T may ſeem ſtrange, that a 
Phyſical Diſſertation ſhould be 
offered to your Examination and 
Protection: But it is not leſs 
ſtrange, that you ſhould be ar- 
— +, . »-. Taigned, and condemned; with- 
out having the Opportunity of defending yours 
ſelves; nay, without knowing ſcarce, what 
Injury has been done you !. Dr. Blondel's Diſ- 
A A 2 ute 


a 1 Dr. e a. no „Amall Noiſe, : 


for the Time, in the learned World; and. his 


* - [Treatiſe againſt him has been generally judged 
unanſwerable. Whether it. b really ſo, or 


not, I ſubmit entirely to all future competent 


Judges. However, I. ſhall frankly own, I 
ſhould not have anſwered it, if I had not been 
prompted to it by the Occaſion, which I hall 
relate in my Preface. This little Piece, there- 
fore, Ladies, belongs of Right to you; and 1 


could not offer it more properly, than to the 


Party concerned. Your own Cauſe lies at ſtake. 
I come to your Aſſiſtance, but I want Aſſiſtance 


| myſelf, And, though it is unuſual to lay ſuch 


Diſputes before your Tribunal, it is not with- 
out Precedent; ſince Dr. Slare claimed your 


Patronage, in the ſame manner, for his Vindi- 


cation of Sugars, Itis true, there are ſome hard 
Paſſages in this Diſpute for the Ladies, as well 
as for many other Readers: But it may be faid - 


in my Behalf, that I am there talking directly 


to Dr, Blondel, and that there is nothing, that 
can offend the molt ſcrupulouſly modeſt, - -nor 


hinder the full Confideration of the Subject, 


"Irverticlets 1 am Ga POT thinking 1 hive - 
1 the utmoſt for the Cauſe. I was forced 


to anſwer Dr. Blondel in his on Way. Whe- 
ther J have ſucceeded or not, the Cauſe remains 
Rill the ſame, and will always remain upon its 
own Bottom. Nature cannot be 2 : 


| Truth will have the Kage. at ware 71 
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 wanted|f for refuting of Dr. Blondel,” and ſettling 
this Controverſy. If I had been inclin'd; of my 

own-Accord, to write on this Subject methodi- 
cally, I ſhould have built on that Foundation: 
But how difficult it is to collect any ſuch, every 
one knows | And the pleaſant Accident. which I 
muſt here relate, is both an Inſtance of this 
Difficulty, and a further Apology for my Ap- 
= P to 2 5 N on this Occaſion. "TM 
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\ Wld Twas writing. ihe eofoing Refacatici | 
I thought I had the - faireſt Opportunity that 
| cou'd be wiſh'd, for beginning the direct Proof 
cf the Queſtion by certain Matter of Fact; but 
| 1 was moſt unaccountably diſappointed. There 
came an honeſt Country-Girl, to be Houſe- 
Maid, where I then was, from whom I learnt, 
very unexpectedly, this curious Particular, re- 
| lating to herſelf: - That be was mark d in the 
Neck with a Beef State, becauſe ber | Mother, 
oben with Child, bad lon geld for dt; and that fe 
could eat, nay, bed Beef raw, better than 3 
ie dreſ#d, for the ſame Reaſon. ' She ſaid 
moreover, that ſbe would eat ſome in m Pre- 
- ſence, whenever 1 pleaſed. | Indeed the” Mark 
had very much the een * a . 


* " 
ate 


Stake. 


0 . 


Well, ſays I to. myſclf, this tupplaty: very 
luckily for my Purpoſe ; I muſt not let this 
Opportunity ſlip: Accordiogly, the firſt Day we 

had 


| 
| 


that I had juſt flatter'd myſelf Dich the, Hopes 


DEDICATUON, 


5 Wy Beef-Stakes, I went into: the Kitchen : <2 
yes ſays I to the Girl, let me ſee no, what | 


promis d me. No, lays the Cook-Maid, 
> a 2 's none to he: fared. Nay, fays I, ſhe muſt 
ext her Dinner. Well; but it muſt. le broil'd a 
little, replied the Cook. The Girl ſeemed a 
little<concern'd. | At laſt the ſaid, /be was ready 
ro eat it, with à little Pepper and Sal. n! 
fays I, that ſhall break no Squares. So to eat - 


ing ſhe fell: Then came little Miſs, who afk'd 


me, Whether I would make 'the Maid fick 2. Laſt 


of all comes Mrs. Houſe-keeper, who tells me 


in a great Paſſion, Dou ſban't kill the Maid. 
In a Moment after the whole Poſe of the Kit- 


chen was ready to fall upon me; the whole 


Houſe was in an Uproar; and, I believe, would 
have torn me to Pieces, if I had. not made my 
Eſcape. This was very vexing ; for the Girl 
had, by this Time, almoſt eat up the Slice 
ſhe had cut off, and I had conſented to, for 


the Experiment. After the Fury was over, 1 


told them, that there was a great Controverſy 
among Phyſicians, upon that Subject; that 1 


had taken the Women's Part, in a Diſpute 1 


once had with ſome Divines, upon that Head; 


of convineing my Adverſaries, by that Matter of 
Fact; but that, ſince they had thus diſappoigt- 


ed me, I muſt put off my /Defgn tall en bet- 
ter e eee 


n 
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There bee 1 qhanght the only Courſe 1 hack 
| left, was thus to addreſs myſelf to the Lanes, 
and to deſire them to Apply me with proper 
M,aterials for Building a true Hiſtory. of Facts, 
in order to confute Our Ad verſaries, by unex- 
ceptionable Vouchers and Hiſtories. I could 
have produced ſome very. curious and remarł · 
able Family Accounts of my own; and Ear e 
been ſince told of ſeveral others; and in 
cular, a Frenchman of Languedoc inform d me 
lately, that he had often, in a Warren of his 
F 5 8, procured Rabbits, coloured or ſpeck- 

led white, black, or reddiſh, by laying white, 
black, or reddiſh-colour'd Rags before them, 
| according to Jacob's Stratagem. Mrs. Sarah 
Haynes, who was delivered on the 28th of 
April laſt, 1746, at Chelſea, of a monſtrous | 
Child, and- who advertiſed. the ſeeing of it, at 
the Golden Fan in Great Newport Street, I have 
ſeen ; and any Body elſe may ſee ſtill, if they 
pleaſe: : She had been frighten'd, when but nine 

Weeks gone with Child: by the Roaring of a 
Lion at the Tower. But 1 give up all theſe as 
| being too partial; and I chooſe to publiſh this 
| General Invitation and Requeſt to all the Fair 
| Sex, That they would be pleas'd to aſſiſt me, 
| by conveying to me ſuch Hiſtories as they can 
| anſwer for; king Care that they be drawn up 


in 


. 
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DE DIC ATI 0 N 
in the moſt clear, conciſe Stile, and unexce} 
| * witneſſed ; in order particularly: te con- 
5 oniſts-. The Phyſicians, I am 
| hes, will not be ſo incredulous, It is Indived - 
prepoſterous, that thoſe who tax us for diſbe- 
| heving / ural Stories, ſhould: themſelves 
have: leſs Faith for the natural. I could have al- 
Box RHAAVRE on my Side; but Iam 
1 ed to decline all Authorities, and refer all 


to the moſt ſevere and u rejudiced eee 5 
tion. You may depen N. 


my m 
the beſt Uſe poſſible 05 your in ormations, 4 
wu 3 hall remain, with all due Thinks, 
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by 


Nur zealous Friend, 


ow and moft obedient Servant, 
Cambri hs Street, 


St. James, March 
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LE See kelsting 5 * the 
Streng. magination in prep! fs 
die. Women, is one of thoſe I had reſolved = 
never to meddle with; Not only be- | 
cauſe it is of ho Ule in Practice, but 
becauſe there are ſo many Queſtions, of much 
greater Importance, both in Theory and Practice, 
which I would have to be decided firſt. | 
I I ſhould not ſcruple in the leaſt, to tell you pre- 
ſently, for which Side of the Queſtion. I am moſt 
inclined z but I can aſſure you, with as much Truth, 
| 0 I ſhall yield alike to any I Demonſtration n for ; 
either. 
Iadvlſe, neverthcleb, thoſe 'who ſtand up molt 
WW ca for the. contrary Side, to conſider with 
the Spectator, (Ne 117.) © That there are ſome 
Opinions, in which 1 Man ſhould ſtand” neuter, 
* without engaging his Aſſent to one Side or the 
other. Such a' hovering Faith as this, which 
* refuſes to ſettle upon any Determination, is ab. 
« wy necellacy i in a a Mind that | is careful to avoid 
* e ** Errors 
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Ti PREFACE 


| + Ercortapd.Proge oflefſiqns, When-the Arguments 
=” iFerent 49. hs the Gaſt Method ; 1 Gef 
1 punſelves\ra-geither' N 


4 5 =X think oper to give ga 0 dinion con- 
Cerning che Peron en the Ef Teas of the 
Mother's Imagination; in the ſame Words that 
the Spectator gives his, concerning thoſe, who 
deny the Apparition ot Ghoſts: At the ſame 
© time (ſays he) I think a Perſon, who is thus 
4 n * Imagination of Ghoſts and 
much more rtaſonabE, tha one wid. 
DG — to the Re — "Wh orig, ſacre 
and profane, 3 and — and to the 
« Tragition of al Jations, thin Appearan 
15 a PP ts Aae us and "ground: 2 Ga 
05 Te che Hand, if m Acne have; 
mind to Judge of me, I would have them again 
10 form their © 2 from 9705 Words of the 
Seu ect 2 applicc fopoptia "to: my OH 
Telf,” as he ſpeaks on is e of Witches: In 
« ſhort, when I conſider the Queſtion, whether 
9 there are ſuch” 177 in the World as tho 
e call Veet My Mind e bebh = 
it two. © e Opinions ; rather (to ſpea 
: # Fun Thoughts fray I believe in general, that 
1 thexe is, apd has been ſuch a Thing as. Witch⸗ 
4 kt 3. but at the ſame time, can give no Credit 
t to any particular Iaſtance of it.“ (Speck. Ne 11.) 
TA e Reader may therefore juſtly / be defirous tu 
know then, what could determine me to write 
on this Subject? and 1 ſhall 285 5 0 Ps 


dl it was that 1 
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common Topic. They all were a NE, An 
an 58. the W Treatiſe of Ty 0 

af 1 e Paruculars; it; will be ufficient to 

Tay, tharth e Jeaſt under andiagamorg em in Phy- 
ical Me ſaid to me, ax EPR me. together, = 


Lai 82% 


What, wor} you give up ? As, if any one's Autho- 
rity or P e for Dr, Ruck ought | to £9» 


vince 1 4 wa 

1 could, not then come. at at Dr. Blonde?s. or inal 
Wok; although one of thoſe Gentlemen had Te 
fered 10 lend it me. He could only procure mg 
e e ed. is Wy of. it 5 fog 1 
ournal of t aw encugh there, to 
25 the Eden f Doctor 's Parts, but could not ire 
any. thing to convince m. 7 

At length, 1 had the Werne W F 8 
| expected . 10 peruſe the Diſſertation on the Pow 
of the MoTryzR's IMAGINATION 3: in anſwer dy 
Dr. Turner's Book, &e.. I. confeſs; the Jou 
aliſts have done ] uſtice to the Merit of Dr... Blan- 


del; but they. have not di layed As Age 
a ſufficient Lahe to jud 2 65 wah 17 2598 
ad the 


have found their Weaknel, if, Thad, nat re 


Book itſelf. ' 

I flatter myſelf, that chemi is no room to NIN 
me for attacking. an Author, who can no more 
defend himſelf ; fince I attack not his Perſon, but 
his Arguments ; which, to be ſure, muſt be can- 
vaſſed by all thoſe who will meddle with the ſame 
Subject of Debate. If, by chance, I ſhould take 


him up a little; it ſhall 5 only, where I think 
he has forgot himſelf, with regard to Dr. Turner, 


whom I knew no more than him: And herein I 
Hall only ſeck to do Juſtice on both Sides; which 
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The R ETACE 


is an > Obli ation. tat 3 may make aitiends for the 

aller" Fault, in euſe any ſuch Accuſation ſhould 
1tife againſt 1 me, 31 1 4 „. Ti } iid); m" 103 
I Gefiign to follow Dr. handel, Ste p by Step, in 
order 10 fave | 1 — the Trouble * A” hew Com- 
poſition'y and 1 hall Pick only thoſe Places which 
cotcern the main Poke All that lies u n me, 
is, to ſhew, that he has not proved his egative, 
T ſhovld proceed afterwards 0 prove the Afirma- 
live; but J have giyen my Reaſons for not doing 
it 1 Whereby it will appear, after all, that I ſhall 


Itick to my former Reſolution of not. meddling 
with the Queſtion itſelf, i | 


You will not therefore be ſurprized, that 1 ſhould 
endeavour to make good my own Plea, nor find 
amiſs, that J ſhould undertake to overthrow 'the 


Batteries of that mighty Champion, who attacks 


the Ladies, without allowing them the Liberty of 
defending themſelves. And, whether you. fel 
fider it as a Cauſe between the Phyfician and the 
Divine, for the Honour of their Profeſſions; or 
elſe between the Ladies and Dr. Blondet; I TR it 

will be thought very well wy Artentipn. | 4 
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ADVERTISEMENT and PREPACK 
s Dr. Blonde! NI in his Adver- 
Zz=8 1iſement, that he has not publiſhed his 
a>; ?) Name out of Oſtentation, nor entered 

di Field our of Affecttaion for Sing- 

darih; ſo I proteſt, I do not enter the 
Lift with him out of vain Glory, nor engage in this 


- — 


Quarrel out of blind Zeal for popular Errors. 
In his Preface he affirms, that np Body can ever 
pretend to anſwer bis Reaſons direftly; and he ex- 
Qs, to be oppoſed. with Vehemence, and as much 
eal, as if be was going to overthrow the uſual 
Courſe of Nature. I can aſſure, nevertheleſs, the 
Reader, that 7 do pretend to anſwer his Reaſons and 
Arguments DIRECTLY ; And beſides, far from 
oppoſing him with Zeal and Animeſity, I ſhall do 
it with all the Calmneſs and Moderation, that 1 
ſhould bring to Mathematical Truchs ; and _ : 


121 


che ſole Intene of 2 _ Tr 3 as if * 


a ar i it is . . 17 . ” "lc returns an 


Anſwer to this, but it is not a dire one. For 10 
foy, that the Dofrine of Jmagination has gone through 


feveral Revolutions, is nothirig to the Purpoſe, He 


might have cut ſhort to that, by defining exactly, 


which of thoſe N 8. he was going to opppſe. 


And, as.for.whathe abfſerves next, concerning ihè 
ſhameful Abuſe of the Word Ex ERRILNCE, it is 
but too true, though nothing to the Purpoſe nei- 


dps, for ig this Affair vr wan cergiply the Ex- 
perience of rn. J will therefore an- 


25 15 We in the ee and ſa | 
be..thus corrected. My Opinion i ts, ſays Cicero. 


os ae ee not 40: 19 5 0 AY: into 2 
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Quarom ' quidem terum n mag is bibi, win 
fi aportere, Ke. Hoc ſum cont ntus, quod etiam 
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| TEE 
AY that he alledges here, concernin the De- 
_ ceits, ceits, and Errors of Men, in other” EY 
ſup e ee Nor does it follow, becauſe we ier 

Wk a World of Impoſicion, relating to the Af- 
fairs in hand, that all i alie⸗ we 5 of it, are 
fabulovs, 1 Ak. ö ay . - 
o what he ju ns of Dreams, 2 
de the refer ny, eader e Jodę 
of the Spectator, quoted be fore- hand in my Pre- ; 
1 


4.33.1 Q 
grant, that Bp hoc, = propter jy 


nagar 7% % de 


Logic in the Bulineſs/before . X. 4. 
The Doctor ſays, His me 5 harmleſs, g vod. 
natured and uſeful, in maki tbe Ad of 
ſeveral Perſons. 7 do'alfb 34.57 that his Inten- 
tion was very good; and I think, it is to be with- 
ed} we could perſwade the gicatelt' PEN 
is nothing i in the Matter 1 EY, | 
I am ſo ebhvinced of de Pein "1144 ga 
view; and of the Weakneſs of mot x inds# ai 
1 think, it would: be good Policy, a Wt | 
Service; if we could draw off mort, che Thad 
of moſt Women from the Belief:of theſe, — the 
Preſence of dangerous Impreſſions,” and the: Con- 
ſideration of this Subject. I need nat dwell: 
longer upon the reſt of his Preface. I ithallidnly 
_ remark, on the Popos IT 16Ns, which ſtand here 
at the Head of this Treatiſe, that the Second among 
them, vis, That there's ho Solrrib continui without 
Force or Violence, is very true in Mechanics 4 but 
s a mere Sophiſm, 0067 e to the ; 
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CHAP. 


HE [Podor 4 very ' exaQly, 
what this Imagination is. He makes 
then preſently. this Queſtion. i In 
what Senſecan the Mother do ao In- 
| jury to the Fzius in;Urero ?. Jn An- 
1 ſwer, he ſays, That whatever is 
ME to her, is direly or indire&tly. prejudicial - 
40 the other. We ſhall ſee anon, whether this Pro- 
err is not directly againſt his own ſelt. 
Nie confeſſes, pag. 3. That the Child n 1 
ſuffer by the Affection of. the Mother's Mind. 
He: acknowledges, and. deſcribes very. well, the 
Effects of the Paſſiom in Human Bodies z he aſ- 
figns a Mechanical Cauſe for them, viz. The eon- 
wulfove Motion of the Diaphragm, and of the Muſcles of 
the Abdomen, which, like a firong Bar, ſtrike upon | 
the Viſcern. And, if ſuch a Cauſe ſhould be want- 
ing for the Effects under our Conſideration, : 6 
[think we cannot better explain it, than in the Au- 
thor's own Words, which immediately follow 54 


72 * N 


bo 8 8 2 8 , - 3 3 
8 x 
3. Jy 2 ; * r * 
7 1 1 . 
c 1 
* £ * . 
; 1 * 
. - * 
78 * 2 
; 3A 8 : I, We 
* * 2 
* 4 . - 
[ 5 ; | 


Now, where's the Wonder, that, fach. a Farce 


preſſing upon the Uterus, which 75 alſo in Conoulfion, 
ſhould knead the tender Child, and cauſe Diflocations, 
 Fraftures, Mutilations, Hernias, Ecchymoſes, &c, ? 
Une afks, in the next place, Whether the 
ſtrong Attention of the Mother's Mind to a 
| «© determinate Object, can cauſe à determinate or 
e {pecifick Impreſſion upon the Body of the | 
„ Child, without any Force or Violence from a- 
* broad? And laſtiy, Whether in the Fit of 
e Imagination, the Application of the Mother's 
Hand to any particular Place of her Bod, ¼;ö 
though accidental, and not premeditated, can 
© work ſympathetically. upon the like Part of the | 
Body of the Fztus, and be of any ver. ar — 7 
© Conſequence ?* This is the true State of the 
Queſtion, and Point of Debate ; what we believe, 
but what our Author affirms to be contrary; to 
Experience, Reaſon, and Anatomy, We hall fee, 
whether he can prove it fo. In the mean while F k 
ſhall only obſerve, that, if ever there is any Force © 
or Violente from abroad, there will be neither Won- 
der, nor Difficulty z and in caſe of an accidental, or 
unpremeditated Application of the Hand, there 
would be no room for I AGI NATION. W 


„ 7 9 0 ew oat 


i . this Chapter, he begins by laying down fone 
1 RuLes for the Certainty of Experience about 
the Matter in hand. I grant in general, they are 
good; but they ſeem liable to ſome Equivocations, * - | 
' Which muſt be removed, v. g. The Second, where 
be ſays, that this Experience ſhonld be grounded upon 
_ the Teſtimony of our Senfes, and not depending upow = 
.  oecult Duakities, Suppoſitions, &c. has no Reference -. 
to Matter of Fact, but includes groundleſs}y the 
Rationale. The 1 they muft be 4 
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Nunber, as to overbalatice all Counter Obſervations, 
is an unreaſonable Condition, as; I ſhall ſhew 
hereafier. The Sixth, That the Credit ef unknown 
Wiineſſes does diminiſh, ; in Propertion f "the Diftance 
of Places and Times, is more reaſonable, but falla- 
cious. I will not ſpend Time in ſhewing this Fal- 
lacy; but obſerve only, that Ditton, in his W 
tiſe on the Reſurrettion, has demonſtrated, That, 
in ſome Caſes, the Credit of Witneſſes. Increaſes in 
Proportion to the Diftance of Times. 5 
I would therefore, ſuppoſing the other Conditions. 
which are requiſite in all Teſtimonies) lay down only 
ö, which I think would be ſufficient. 1/, That 
we be ſure the Mother had been affected, had 
ſeen, had been frighted, had coveted, had longed, 
had applied her Hands, in Conſequence of the 
Action of the Object: And 2d. That the Effect 
bas enſued, agreeably to the Impreſſion. 
„Airs Part of this Chapter is taken up, 
in enpatiating on the ſeveral Syſtems and Varia- 
tions of the maginationiſts. I have already obſery'd, 
on the Author's Preface, that all this is littſe to the 
8 Purpoſe, I own indeed, that he treats it with a 
Steat deal of Wit and Humour: But, as I have 
no Pretenſions io contend with him for Wit; and 
have declared beſides, that I would confine myſelf to 
the Conſideration of the main Point; 1 ſhall only 
juſt touch one or two Articles in this Part, 
. If we can but agree about the Effect, I be 
bieve we ſhall have no Diſpute about the Time, 
when it is performed. Dr. Turner ſeems to deter- 
| mine it right and, as to the Difficulty: of accounts: 
ing for the Loſs of Limbs, at the End of Gafation, 
1 Thall put that off to another Place. - -: 
205 +06 24h. The Operations which are ſaid to be w 
Jeſie 1 175 SS the Streogth of Imagination, on. 
Perſons at a vaſt Diſtance, Wet have no Relation 
19, the Aﬀair of the Mot rs In ie 
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34h, and Ja. The Production of Monſters 14 
another Queſtion, to be conſidered apart. It wou 
be mere cavilling for me, to dwell longer on this 
"Clap -; ̃ mw . 

C 0; 
" T T E RE the Doctor continues to examine the 
II Proofs from ExpERIE NOE. He maintains 
| three Aſſertions. 1/f. That there is ſometimes Ima- 
| gination, and yet afterwards neither Marks, nor 
Deformities follow. 2aly. That there are Marks, &c. 
| 2oitbout any precedent Imagination. gdly, and laſih, 
That there are Marks, &c. pretended to be ſubſequent 
| 40, and the Effet of the Mother's Imagination. He 
| ſpeaks to the two firſt here, and reſerves the laſt fer 
| 8 Chap: be gn Ts 
I muſt own, the firſt Inſtance he brings in of 
ineſfectual Imagination, is much in his Favour. A 
Gentlewoman who had an Averſion againſt Cats, 
was frighted by a Cat, and was brought to Bed of 
a fine Boy, who loved Ca. 3 
l aſk only, whether we have not as much Right 
to exact as great a Number of ſuch Inſtances for 2 
his Side, as he would have us produce for ours? 
He ſays, he could give a long Catalogue of ſuch, 
That is, what we can no more queſtion with him 
now. But J am ſorry, the latter Part of his Sen. 
tence, or Boaſting, intimates ſomething that would 
be againſt him: He ſays, And yet thoſe Misfortunss 
did not appear, upon the Birth of the Children, ta 
Have been viſibly of ſuch ill Conſequence to them, as 16. 
| mark their Bodies. They were then of ſome ill 
| Conſequence, though not to mark them. I ſhall 
| therefore wait, till ſome others be produced, 
The next Inſtance he alledges, is of Manx 
Queen of ScoTs, whom her Secretary, David Rixioz 
ſeized violently by the Waſte, to protect himſelf 
| gainſt the barbarous ESE of his Cogn” 7, 
BEE. 9, 2 wha © 


— 


S 

"A 

« o, 
1 
—- . 


183 


pO OP ſtabbed. him in her Preſence. Every 
Body knows, that King Jamzs the firf, who was 


afterwards born of her, could not bear the Sight of 
a naked Sword, I ſhall not enquire, fe 0-3 ne that 


. terrible Accident was the Cauſe of his Averſion or 


from it? I think it is very ſtrange, that the 


not. Dr. Blondel chuſes to throw it upon the un- 


happy Education of that Prince. Be that as it will, 


I wiſh, the Docter could tell me, how that Forte. 


or Violence from abroad, came not to have he na- 


tural Mechanical Effects, which one might expect 


Force preſſing upon the Uterus, did not cauſe Abor- 
tion, knead the Child, or produce ſome of thoſe 


dther lamentable Effects, which the Doctor him 


ſelf (pag. 4.) ſaid, there would be no Wonder of. 
e was as much bound in this Caſe, to account, 


why Mechanicts did nothing? as we to nt, 


oy did not all he defired ? 


t that Example therefore, remain as it is. 1 


could alſo ng pardon him the ingenious 


Account he gives for that King's pacifick Diſpo- 
ſitions; if his partial Zeal had not carried him 
far out of the Way, as to call the excellent and 

admirable Bu cHAMAN à learned Pedant. 
Our Author objects in the next Place, that there 

are ſome Marks and Deformities without any pro- 
ceding Imagination, He relates three . Inſtances ' of 


- this, within his own Knowledge, which I ſhall not 


conteſt. And who does not know, that there are 
many, irregular Conformations, Deformities, Re- 


dundancies, and anomalous ' Diſpoſitions of Parts, 
Foth external and interna 


But, on the other Hand, is there. not Reaſon 


| ſometimes to ſuſpect, that Women will not confeſs, 
they had been particularly affected with the Ima- 


or Sight, of ſome Things? This 1 is very 
e 8 5 0 3 4 


, to which we are well 
aſſored, the Mother's Imagination did not, nor 
®*cpuld'nor, contribute? 


15 


"Tins. OY at 
probable in the Inſtance 8 here from Thom. 1 | 
Bari boline, of a Child that was born with an Ez. | 
creſcence, like the Head-cloaths of Daniſh Wo- 
men: At leuſt it is an Exception as reaſonable” a- e 
| -gainſt chis antient and remote Witneſs, as any chat 
Can be laid againſt the like,” in favour of the Tg | 
ginarionifls, - ? 14. 

Do we not know, bow y the Womeh ws 
always in confeſſing their Longings? They never 
| will own upon the Spot, that he XY longed for ſueh 
a Thing, It muſt be preſented before them, as if 

we knew nothing of their Deſire. And, if they are o 

unwilling to confeſs their Longings and ons. | 

before the Effect, why may not they ſometimes = 
be as backward to confeſs them afterwards? Cer- 
tainly ſome Women are ſach/ unaccountable"Creq- 
tures, that no more Streſs can be laid 8 De- 
| an than their Affirmations. 


Inceria hær Fr tu 8 
Ration certa facere, nibilo plus agas, I 


 Quam fe des operam, ut cum ratione inſanias, _ 


I call, in fome fitter Place, give a Reaſon! hy | 5 
Imagination does not always act? and why: ſome: £ 
uncommon Effects are produced without Imagina- | 
tion? Though at the ſame time, I cannot tell, 
whether the Abſurdity of theſe Objections dots ne 
appear more evidently, by obſerving, that they: \ 
ſuppole Imagination ſhould be the Caule of all pre- 8 
ternatural and extraordinary Formations, or of 06. 
thing ? and that no ther Cauſes could 3 

anomalous, or unnatural ones ? t 
1 I need oppole nothing to the Eftimate, by which 
dur Author concludes this Chapter of the Proportion, | 
Marks and Deformities do bear 2 the Number , 
dren; becauſe, on the one hand, it is bare Suppoſi- 
tion, gratis dium, and on the other, quite els, 
| 1 r s Anſwer i is _ | 2 
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Fa eee en e 
that {here are Marks and een | 


1 70 te ſubſequent 10 Imagination, But this we have 
Wi readily granted, Confitentem babes reum, What 
0 would you have more? Does it therefore follow, 
dat Marks and Deformities do never really happen 
after a precedent. Imagination? Becauſe there are 
_ ſome Lies, is there therefore no Truth? I hops 
there is. The Doctor hopes, that, when his ſeveral | 
| Deduions are made, we ſhall not think fit to de- 
| 


fend our Cauſe any longer. He is much miſtakxen. 
For I will allow him all, except the Diſcount of 
Dr. Turner's twelfth Chapter, of which hereafter ; 
andi ſhall nevertheleſs continue to defend my Cauſe, |} 
I need not rehearſe his Deductions. I ſhall only 
ſhew, what unfair Objections he raiſes againſt two 
or three Stories he has picked out to cavil at. 1 
1. A Woman having been frighted with the 
F ring of a Gun, was delivered of a Child with a 
Wand in his Back, of the ſame Spe, 4s if it had 
been done with a M. * 5 7 2 
Ho are. theſe Wounds made, ſays the Doctor? 
W / I anſwer, ' This | 15 enquiring into the Manner, and 
11 not oOhjecting againſt the Fact itſelf, or the 
| Credibility of the Witneſſes. He ſtarts next another 
Difficulty about the Time when this Wound is 
performed, to wit, in the Birib, or in the ' very In- 25 
Rant of -Fright ? And then he determines it % lde 
Birth, becauſe he imagines an Effuſion of Blood 
wogld haye Killed the Child before. Bat this is 
as reaſonable 2 as the Queſtion he makes 
at laſt: Why is it to. charge the, Mother with... 
' the Miſdemeanors — other 3 Iba Aaſw 
i ow? 0 on A ore 
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WK The next ap is from Father Mans 
|  BRANCHE,viz. That of the Womatrwho was b 

o Bed of a Child, reſembling the Picture of old 
Saint Pius. Whether this was an Impoſition or 
not, I cannot tell: But 1 do not fees! how'the Acs 
count Dr. Blonde! would give us of it, is fſiifficient 
| to; iriyalidate the Teſtimony of ,Malebranchtj That 
it was, bat all Paris wight have. ſeen at u 4 
| hinge Jam ſure, — the Inſtance he al. 


ledges afterwards of a Jeu Cheat, does not counte» = 


nance that Opinion, becauſe if is" not ſaid," the 


Lad was born with the CharaSers that were. _ TY 
MYERS Sona oP] Ernie a, 
| SiS and 30 The thin 5 is alſo frond Fir 

| Maltbranche. . It is that of the Man who tat borit 


17 


an Idiot, and whoſe Body was: broken in ibe ſam 


1 mall lay. nothing to p perſwade otl her 


Weakneſs of Dr. Biondels Objectios. 
1. He objects, that E. Malebranche does not ſay: 
; ell, he had exami 


Cariohiey: once; during: the Space of ere years, 
that the Man was to be ſeen n 
2. He has the Boldneſt 29.” invalidate + 
| QUzen's Teſtimony. But while ſo many Pen 
had ſeen the Man, who, more fit to be named by 
| Malcbranche, than à Perſon of her Diſtinction and 
Fe ils it to be ſuppoſed, that ſhe would 
have e o 3 to * the Man, i, 
255 . 
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Places ' where: Malgfamors are brate. I am ſorry 
Dr. Blondel, and I, cannot agree here. I muſt 
on, the Relation 4 appears to me very credihle; 
and the Account E. * Malebronche gives of it, very 5 
| natural and intel}1 igible. (Fil VI.. N 24 n 8 | 
| Opinion ef, this Story. Heck I 
| — It the cannot ju 55 
themſelves, all my Diſcourſe; Avery 9 ant. 7 
| Let them read Malebranche. I will only ſhew: the; 


ined that Man. But may | 
| not- that Apr, de a mere Overfighy,: 'or-Negli-, kt, 
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e 6 5 Pe 5 5 
. the: bad haf ddt been notoriaus?: And ould be 
| EY not judge of broken Arms nc} ogg ad ee 


others; fince ſhe was T them? Þ 
. Tes“ SIA blew _ ſay, pA: | 
*F, | fetter's' N. © ter weight, in 
on + this Caſe. ou 3 OT 
1 wg. He "19h: F. Malebranche - afſertsy 
mee was no Calls in theſe Fractutes; and, he 
||  objetts, they could not have continued | 
1 yeara without a Callus. t fes goching of chat 
7 in aue. nor 8 Neuss to ſi 6 
| Callus. a 84 
4. He ſu uppoſs, the Child ſhould he tow 
marked: with a Wound upon his Breaſt, becauſe 
Criminals always receive a ſtrong Blow there“ But 
4 that certain? And, ſuppoſe it was, would the 
nence be * vw ts. aps: 2c nave 
reaſon blen. 22126 200040 
Stu and thy. The laſt Objetion'is'a ſad: Shift, 
He wan's prerend to deny: abfoloccly the Fass; bur 
he affirms, it is utterly impoſſible, that Fractures 
mwhould remain ſo long: mithour: Reunion or Death. 
In ſhort, he thinks, 216 probeble,” the Lad | 
into ibe Marld, a Euxation of the' Bones of ibe Car. 
pus and Tarſus, which might eaſily paſs for ſuch 
Fractures. But, does this Probabifity' amount to 
a Proof ?- Or, if it does, would it not be as difficult 
to account for this Phenomenon. as the other? Who 
does not ſee, all this is mere Preſumption ? I pre. 
fume alſo, chat the Inſtances of ſoft Bones, in mor- 
| bid-Cafes (by which our Author finiſhes this Chap- | 
7 ter) are ſo little to the Purpoſe, Ts W 
en Wo n . | 


% 
ai * —— — — THO : 
eu W g So a, i 
* 
N * 2432 __ A © 


wa. 
3 — * 


131. 


e 0 H KP. 
222 horrendum, informal, ingens, cui 7 ler anhin 7 | 


E are now. come to the great Bone 77 888 
tention between the two Authors, the XII. 
Chap. of the firſt Part of Dr. Th urner's Treatiſe; 
De Morbis Cutaneis. 

Dr. Blondel declares, he had not that Chapter, 
in view, when he wrote his firſt * Diſſertation on 
= The Strength of Imagination in pregnant Women, 
= We muſt take his Word for that. But it is plain, 

| he looks on this Chapter, as the moſt valuable Col- 
lection, or moſt compleat Summary of what can 
be ſaid on this Side of the Queſtion ; ſince he ſays 
here, tis enough 10 examine this only, to be con- 


* . Kt of the Abſurdity of the ſeveral Reports, Sc. 


I. ſhould be ſorry, NG: the whole Cauſe lay ar 
ſtake on this; neither do I take it on that Footing. 
Whenever I write 2 priori on this Subject, I ſhall 
take care my Vouchers be good 3 but I am not 
| obliged to anſwer for Dr. Turner's. 

I am ready to allow, that Dr. Blondel was the 
greater Philoſopher, and a more learned Critick 3 
but he muſt not have the Advantage for hats nor 

muſt we ſuffer his Adverſary to be oppreſt. We 

In examining theſe Caſes, I deſign to abcr the 
ſtricteſt Impartiality : I ſhall defend all thoſe 1 
can, againſt the unjuſt Reproaches of Dr. Blondel; 
but, as for thoſe few, which you will find, that I 
paſs by without mentioning, you rhay ſuppoſe; 


that I give them UP, either to his Cenſure, or 
Mirth. | | | 


* This firſt Diſſertation Was 3 by that notorious 


Cheat at Godalmin, of, a Woman that pretended to bring forth 
Rabbits. 


I have not ſeen this Book, no more than the Author of the | 
Anis Oracle (Ne I.) whence I learnt this Partieular. 5 


8 D Whenever 


5 us, that this Paſſage is not genuine; as the other 


[ul 
Whenever the 3 banters upon juſt e 


I ſhall not oppoſe him, but rather join in his Sport; 


and I muſt own, the Reader has often here Occa- 


ſion of diverting himſelf. - He accuſes Dr. Turner : 


of falling into Contradictions; but we ſhall ſee, that 
he is fallen into the ſame, and perhaps more ſueh, 
himſelf. In ſhort, although we ſhould grant, 


what he pretends, that theſe Caſes are ſome of thei ” 


fiftitious, or frivolous, and all of them inſufficient ; 


I hope, it will appear, we need not, nor r ought not, WH | 
oO caſt in our Suit for that. = 


I. It is very unfair in Dr. Blond to wave the 
Authority of a plaia Text, without faying any 


pregnant Women, is able to mark the tender Infant 


with the Thing defired. Nothing more poſitive, | a ? 


It's true, here is no mention made of Imagination; 


but the Thing itſelf is very well exprefſed. And if 


HippocrxATEs is not for us, the Doctor has gone 
the wrong Way to work, He ought to haveſhewn 


certainly is not, which he alledges againſt him. 


 HipPocRATES could: never adviſe ſuch cruel Experi- 


ments, as is there hinted. But, fince our Author 
will inſiſt on ſpurious Works, the next Quotation 


from the ſame Place, migkt receive a favourable 


Interpretation, both with the Text above, and for 
the current Opinion of Imagination. v. g. © Tf a 

pregnant Woman Tongs for Coals, or Earth, and 
* does eat them, (i. e. ſuch unnatural Food) the 
Child will be marked. But, if ſhe longs for 
*, any natural and wholſome Victuals, the Child will 


AY 


« 
« 


* 


« be marked, if her Longing is baulked.” This is 


very rational; for there muſt be ſomething extra- 


ordinary, forns Way or other, to work the Effect, 


and thus all is reconciled, But Dr, Blonde! has 


v gee the Collection of them at the End of this Diſpute. | 
| thewn 


thing againſt it, The Deſre, ſaith Hippocrates, of ⁶ſ 


$22 0 


Ws Em 7 
A himſelf a bad Critick, all along here, by not 
diftinguiſhing between. the genuine and Jpuriogs 
Works of that great Man. 

II. We ſhall have Occaſion hereafter, to con- 
ſider the Teſtimony of the Antients, I ſhall only 
fay here a Word in Behalf of Dr. Turner. The 
Advice of Helod to his Brother, does not indeed 
| relate directly to the Imagination of Mothers; but 
to the Cauſe of thoſe Reſemblances, which we 
obſerve very commonly between near Relations. 
To be ſure, there muſt be ſomething within us, 
that contributes towards it: But, if we conſider how 
little in Reality! What more fit to think on, than 
Imagination? That this was the Notion of the 
Antients, I could prove from the Authority of 


= Pluarch; who adviſes (ſome where) Men not to 


go about the Work of Generation in a Fit of An- 
ger, or Drunkenneſs, leaſt the like Diſpoſitions 
| ſhould be tranſmitted to the Offs ring. . 

J won't juſtify Dr. 7. urner, i 74 he has blindly co- 


nn pied the Words annexed to Hęſod: But it is plain, 


they are a natural Comment on the Text; and it 
is therefore no matter to us, whether he underſtood : 
the Original, or not. 

1 ſhould have ſome fine Things to ſay here, on 
the Moral Senſe of Hefiod's Precepts, and their 
Conformity with ſome of Moſes, in order to clear 

them from imputed Superſtition z but I leave that 
Taſk to the Divines, who are Dr. Blondel's Friends. 
III. There is nothing incredible in the Stratagem 
of Dionzſius; and why ſhould we not believe that 
St. Auſtin has preſerved us this Piece of Hiſtory, 
as ſoon as any other ? Soranus tells us, that Diony- 
ſius the Tyrant would always bave a beautiful Picture 
fet up before his Wife in the Bed- Chamber; that by 
Strength of Fancy ſbe might conceive that Likeneſs 
Wheouer this Story be EIT or not, it is certain, 
2 2 . the 


FFT. . 7M 


the Notion concerning the Effect of contemplating 


Pictures, is deeply rooted in the Minds of Wo- 


men. But, what J moſt find fault with here, is, 
that we are not informed, whether Dionyſius ſuc- 


| ceeded i in his Stratagem. | 

However, I am dure, that that i is a more reaſo- 
nable Objection, than to apprehend with Dr. Blon- 
del, that he went hereby the ſhorteſt way to be made 


4 Cuckold, I am ſurpriſed, the Doctor, who is ſo 
quick-ſighted, did nor lay hold on ſo material an 
Objection, inſtead of ſporting ſo much with the 


Oddneſs of the Fancy. 

Iv. The Story of the Girl, who was born ſo 
like the Picture of St. Jobn the Baptiſt, is very 
parallel to the Story, related by Malebranche, (ſee 
pag. 12.) of the Child reſembling the Picture of 
old St. Pius. All I can ſay, to countenance theſe 
Stories concerning Pictures, is, that I have ſeen 


ſome Ladies, who practiſed: this Stratagem ; and 


ſeveral Children, who were like the Pictures of their 
dead Relations. I might add, for further Confir. 
mation, if I did not fear the Suſpicion of Vanity, 


that I knew one or two Ladies, when I was a 


Child, who uſed to look very eagerly on me, in 
order to have ſuch a fine Boy. But I leave every 
one to thinks of this as they pleaſe. 

V. Lou may remember the Inſtance, (ſee p. 5.) 


Dr. Blonde has alledged, of a Gentlewoman, Who, 
tho' trighted by a Cat, was brought to Bed of a 
Boy that loved Cats. Here is an Inſtance on the 


other Side, from Bartholine, of a Woman, who, 


being frighted in the ſame manner, was delivered of 


a Child, that had the Head of a Cat. The Doctor 


nibbles at the Credulity of that learned Author, 


tho? he owns, we may rely on Caſes, that were of 
his oten Knowledgg, I need not defend that great 
Man's Reputation, and Credit, any farther, I 
would- not neither warrant the Story, which makes 


3 . ans 


a : 


— 


born, Fd ſome ſuch Aesdeng 5 2 8 Motions of 
a Cat or Rat: But, as I am cold, this has happened 
to the Mother-in-Law of the Gentleman who. 
chiefly oppoſed me; 1 hope, he will, one Day or 
other, bring to light the Particulars, which I have 
not yet had the Opportunity to be well informed 
of. In the mean while, I appeal to the Ladies, 
whether BAR T HOLINE ought not to be credited, wha 
ſays, I WILL NOT HAVE THE UNDOUBTED Va- | 
RACITY OT WOMEN CALLED IN Ques710xN. , y 

VI. The Joke on the Pope's Niece, who had a 
monſtrous Birth, armed, as it were, with Bear . 
3 &c. is excellent. It would be pity to ſpoil 

But, ſince our Author propoſes, on this Oc- 
wap in a jocular Manner, whether it would not 
be fit to preſent a Petition, for @ new Regulation of 
Street- Signs? I think, I may take the ſame Op- 
© portunity to repreſent, that ſome new Order for 
removing ſeveral ſhocking Objects out of the Streets, 
would certainly prevent many Accidents, and be 
very grateful to the Publick. We have now done 
with Pictures. 

VII. The Story of the Calf will afford us abun- 
dance of Remarks. The Fact is this. A Wo- 
% man, who was forced to be preſent at the killing 
& of a Calf, had a Child born with nis Entrails 
« hanging out by the Navel.? 

1. Dr. Blonde remarks firſt of all, that this Story. 
comes from Gregorius Honſtius, who hadimbibed his 
Father Jacobus. Horſtius's Principles. But is it juſt 
to ſlander the Son for the Father? I confeſs, I did - 
not inſiſt on the preceding Caſes related from Horſ- 
tius, becauſe they are too common, and becauſe ; 8 
9 the Objections raiſed on Account of his 


2 unn 


= 1 
Credulity, were too juſtly grounded. But think, 
no ſuch Exception lies againſt his Son. | 
You will ſoon. be told, that Gregory Herftins was 
a Man engaged in the Diſpute relating to Imagi- 
nation, and who ſwailowed greedity thoſe Stories, 
| which favoured his Syſtem. In order to difpel 
this Calumny, and to ſhew how conſiſtent Dr. Blow= 
| del is with himſeif, I ſhall only warn you, that, a 
few Pages lower, he quotes in his own Favour, the 
following Words, where Gregory Horſtius plainly . 
judges contrary to his ſuppoſed Prejudice: Magis 
ad ipſius ſanguinis infectionem, quam ad imaginationem 
reſpiciendum. If the Son then was ſo; credulous, 
like his Father, why does the Doctor oppeal- to him, 
contrary to his Opinion??? 
2. It appears plainly, by the Relation, chat Gre- 
Lor Horſtius, and another Phyſician did queſtion Wi 
the Mother: But Dr. Blonde ſeems diſpleaſed, that WM 
they have not given us the Character of this Wo- 5 
man, and then objects very comically at laſt, that 
ſhe had been entire filent, if the Gentlemen had 
made het no Queſtions. I aſk, what we maſt do, 
do ſatisfy Dr. Blondel? 
3. I muſt fay, in Defence of Dr. Rs, that 
the Word extraordinary is no improper Expreſſion 
for quodammodo in the Text, and that there is no 
Neceſſity to ſuppoſe, the. Woman was frighted at 
the Sight, but only much moved: Wherefore 
guodammodo commota, felt an eg Moti ion. 
was very well ſaid. 
4. I paſs by the onſeaſonable Joke on the Sol- | 
diers * forced this Woman to ſee the Calf; but 
I muſt obſerve, that the Caſe before us is exactly 
parallel to. one (related before, Pag. 26.) of @ 
Cooper's Wife, ubo had been preſent at tbe Killing of © 
a Hog, and was brought to Bed of a Child, whoſe En» 
trails hanged. out of the Abdomen, And our Au- 
thor wan We ſame * in both Places, by, 1; 
jo ; 's ecting | 


WE: tal 3 
ai his vain Su ition,. that there ſhould bave 
- kast Effufion _ in the Womb: Which 
is enquiring into the Manner, tr rag 3 at 
the Fat. What more ablurd? 7? 

I leave the Reader now, to celeb our * 
marks, and to ſee, whether the whole Caſe does 
not fall much harder on Dr. Blondel, than on his 

| 12 Dr. Turner ? | 

VIII. Ic is well, I have cleaved: the: Repugithen 
4 Gregory Horſtius ; for here is another remarkable 
Story from him, of which he was an Eye-Witmeſs, 
with the famous Kepler; and yet the Doctor will 
not believe him! 4A Woman was brought to bed of 
@ Child, that was born circumciſed, according to the 
Deſeription that was made to her of that Operation, 
ſome Time -before. T wed anſwer” the Doctor 's Ob- 
jections diretiiy. 

1. Gregory Hort taxes che Mother's Tmagina- 
tion upon Juſt Grounds, ſince that was the way 
5 N we Cauſe of the Effece. | 
2. Is it natural to think, that the Wonen had 
no Curiofity to know, what was Circumciſion? 
— 1 is it reaſonable, or charitable to ſuppoſe, that 
ſhe did not liſten very atientively to the Deſcription 
of a Religious Ceremony, which is ſo ſeldom fully 
explained ? Surely then her Thien was ſaffi- 
7; oiently ſet to work! 
23. Is it probable, that Horſtins, who was a Phy- 
ſician, did not know what is Circumciſſon? Or is it 
likely, that Kepler, a TY was cred aas 2 
I am aſhamed to ſay more. | 
IX. I am willing to reject the Evidence of ch 
0 Ale Gemma, with Scorn and Contempt, as Dr. Blon- 
del demands; but I am ſo much the leſs inclined 
to approve of _ ee hs: made againſt the 
Truth of his Repo 
A Perſon fri ered near the Time of her Labs is 
delivered of a Child, who dies n W from 4 
Wound in its Forehead, The 
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The Doctor has ſuppoſed, in ſome other like 
Caſes, that there ſhould have been a mortal Effuſion 


of Blood in the Womb. Here he ſuppoſes, the 


Child did not- bleed in the Womb; while it is 
ſaid, the Mother's Fright happened juſt before her 
Labour; and then he is ſurpriſed, ſuch an Abun- 


Ane of Blood ſhould lor —— the Child is born! 
What would the Doctor have? Let the Events be 


never ſo agreeable to his amen, he Rode 8 


always Evaſions 


X. The Caſe of a Scold is the firſt Inllubcs pro- 


duced from a moſt credible Author, Fabricius Hil- 
danus. But the Criticiſm upon it is ſo humorous, 


that I had rather loſe that Precedent. I ſhall only 
obſerve, that the Reaſon why Dr. Blondel could 
not meet with another ſuch Story from Billing ſpate, 


was, that the Practice of Scolding is too common 


there, to make any Impreſſioůn. 

XI. The beſt Anſwer I can make to the Diffi- 
culty propoſed by our Author, relating to Children 
born Epilepticks, from the Mother's Fright, is, that 


we have no Reaſon to imagine, this may not be 
one of the Cauſes, becauſe we are aſſured, there 


may be ſo many others of the ſame Misfortune. 
But I would have you. mind, that Hildanus him- 
ſelf is very diffident on this Occaſion : Verum 


_ nihil certi conſtituere conabor, videlicet an imaginatio 


matrum in his infantulis fnerit cauſa nec ne. | 
Nevertheleſs you will fee that this ſame 


Author is ſaid, 70 affet? in all bis Letters, to furniſh 


his Friend Horſtins with Ammunition in picking up, 
as much as 1 in his Power, any Story, true or 


falſe, he can find in his Way, Let Dr. Blondel, 
or his Friends anſwer this Accuſation. 


XII. The Caſe of the famous Buchinger, whom 


moſt People have ſeen at London, and ſeveral other 
Cities in Europe, would be very fit to countenance 
the Story An here of Thom. Schwicker, who was 


Bonn 
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en 
born without Arms from his Mother's W 
But J fear, Dr. Blonde] would not believe 
more chan Hildawus, and ane 1 hall let Him 
5 £85 enn 
Joins dere an Lacan iin his 
On Knowledge, of a Child born with one Hand 
only, from his Mother's having been frightned at 
the Sight of a Beggar's Stump Arm. Dr. B 
will not diſpute the Reality of this Lameneſs; But 
be puts fo many Queſtions to him afterwards; Tor 
d Cetiinty: bf the Cauſe, that one miglrt fill a 
Volume in Folio with a Dozen ſuch Caſes, if they 
were all to be accompanied with ſo . iCir- k 
cumſtames. All this is too Perſonal for mito enter 
into it. Now noftrum inter vos antas\ ange | 
# bites. 2 e eee, 
I wall give here only one e general Anſwer: ad the 
Jop biſms, with which our Author is 9 —_ : 
braiding | us, and upbraids again here Dr. Tur#er. 
The Sophilm Pojt hoc, ergo propter bor, is ſo 
n and deceitful, Share we cannot be too 
much oN our Guard againſt it. I ſhall not pretend 
to teach every one the Art. That would be lt 
Labour indeed Gaudeant zend nati, may we "ſay 
Here : But I will endeavour to ſhew, that it wy F 
be found Reaſoning in ou you Subject; and by 
25. Methods or Rules, eee be e * 
I have acki 400 1 cannot grant more 
fully, than T have done, all thoſe other Cauſes (be- 
Tides Imagination) which our Author rehearſes 
here again, of Deformities, Monſters, and Mutila- 
tions in Children. I propoſe therefore on e 
| wen. ptevent our falling into Error. 
1 I: 2 be. Fares that eget wore: 10 other cane. of | 
|S uh Bu, n that Imagination bad: wr 
. ae concerned in the * e eee Y 
. 2 
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tribute any Effect, to a preſent known Cauſe, than 
to any other that does not appear? If therefore we 
are aſſured, and convinced, that Inagination has 
been worked on, and ſet to work, would. it not be 
dire Madneſs, to aſſign the Effect, rather, to any 
other imaginary Cauſe, than to that, which we Know, 
of moſt aſſuredly? And is it not ſound Reaſoning, 
in this Caſe, <4 tay, Poſt hoc, ergo e boc ? 


Q. E. D. 
It would be to little Purpoſe, to. object at laſt; 


that you. do. not underſtand how the Effect could 


be brought to paſs. I ſhall ſhew the Vanity of that 
Objection i in another Place. 
However, I agree with our Author, that the 


Poiſon of the current Opinion is very pernicious, and 


J with with all my Heart, we could root it out of 


the Minds of moſt People; but I believe, the 
moſt effectual Means to prevent this Miſchief, 
will be to remove the Occaſions of it, and not to 
deny its Power. It would be Madneſs to deny 
the Effects of natural Poiſons; but it is Pru- 
dence, to put them out of the Way. Tho after 


all, if our Author's Hypotheſis was true, hers. could 


be 0 Poiſon in the current Opinion. 


XIII. Dr. Blondel acquaints us, that Wo". is come 


to: the Place, where Dr. Turner uſhers in his un- 
deniable Falis, from an Author we have had Oc- 
cCaſion to mention before, Fabricius Hildanus. In 


order to ward off this Blow, Dr. Blonde! attacks 


that Author's Candour and Partiality: He tells us, 
that Fabricius Hildanus, out of Complaiſance to 
his dear Friend (Horſtius) and to aid, aſſiſt, and 


<« comfort him, in theſe ſcholaſtical Troubles, does 


x affect in all his Letters, to furniſh him with Am- 
0 munition, in picking up, as much as it is in his 
8 | | * Power, 


e 5 
| «. Power, any Story, true or falſe; he ent; find in 
| 66. his Way. 99, eig : 
But, in 9 to Went; — 5 e . coficied 
Few — Author's Credit, I will be ſatisfied to remind 
you, that Dr. Blondel himſelf tells you before, 
Ip. 54.) That, in two Caſes, Dr. Turner goes 
"66; farther than Hildanus, who is not poſitive, but 
„ willing to leave it to his Friend Horſtius to de- 
% termine.“ Verum nibil certi conſtituere conabor, 
_  videlicet, | an an  imaginatio- Matrum in bis Infantulis 
fuerit cauſa nec ne. Strange! he ſhould ſo ſoon 
forget what he has ſaid. But he verifies the Latin 
Proverb: Mendacem oportet eſſe memorem. I ſhall 
leave the Fass themſelves, as they are, = — touch 
only here and there the Remarks as ey 2 the 
main Quarrel. 
Dr. Blondel aſks, What is Joni of The gination, 
© when a Woman, after a Fracture in the Neal 1s 
brought to Bed of two Children in ſound Health, 
and no Deformity. I anſwer, that Imagination is 
not affected in. Accidents that befal their on Per- 
ſons, but Senſation only; which then takes up all 
their Thoughts too much, to let Imagination work. 


- Here I muſt make you take Notice of a flagrant 


Accuſation, and a flat Co agkltom to it, in two 
oppoſite Pages. | > 
I I ſhall paſs by the eren Mention of . un- 
accountable Partiality of Hildanus. What Jam going 
to obſerve, concerns Horſtius only. 

Dr. Blondel ſays (p. 61.), that Cs Horſtius 
did always fwallow very greedily thoſe Stories in fa- 
_ vour of bis beloved Stem... While in the very next 
Page fronting it (60): he tells you, (that Horſtius, 
whom he (Fabr. Hildan.) acquaints with à Caſe, 
was not of his Mind. Magis ad ipfius ſanguinis in- 
Fectionem, quam ad imaginationem reſpiciendum. Poor 
Ahn Y Forſtius, to ſuffer ſo grievouſiy for his 
Father $ Credulity! f Bur, now I am about it, I had 


a „ beſt 


L241 „„ 
* on, with ahäeruing in one View, hom un⸗ 
juſtly Dr. Blonde lays Prejudice and Partial to the 

Charge of any Writer, who. e, on our . 0 
ue Velos. 2 F d: 
Among other Inſtances, you will fee fone, that 
are taken from Fienus, who: has. written ex 7 | 
a Treatiſe, De Viribus Imaginationis::; And yet 
Dr. Blonde} appeals to him for the Ealfuy of thoſe 
Stories, without any Commendation of his Impar- 
tiality, when he quotes the Words that ia d ; 
prove it. T hey are as follow. FE 
I. I don't believe the Story; ſays Sir very 
roundly. Dico me non credere, &c. pag. 64. - ö 
2. Fienus is of Opinion, in the next Caſe, hat 
«+ it was not the Effect of Lmaginations: c & now 
4 virtute imaginationis. pag. 65. 5 2 
3. The Story appears ſilly, . ede i 
* Parium ridiculum videtur, ſays n 955 a third. 77 
be 4 pag. 69 
1 Caſu * Fark: ili 4 nou vi 6 us. 
1 eden 3 tis by Chance, ſays Fienus, and not 
by Virtue of Imagination, that the aid er 
«+ the opper Lip. pag. 74. 5 
I confeſs, I had no great: e to Gd” 
Figs ; but, after ſuch: Proofs of his Diffidence and 
Impartiality, I believe, I ſhall. be tempred to read 
him, the next time he falls into my Hands. With 
What Face then does Dr. Blonde] — (p. 70); that 
& the. Imaginationifts: make a great Noiſe, 
„there is the leaſt Colour to countenance their Sup- 
«poſition: But when Imagination is barren, or 
5 a wert is a notable Deformity without any 
' ng Imagination, then out of Shame all is 
25 — d, 2 the Fact is gently dropt, without 
any farther Notice? He ihe (p. 19.), that 
Authors were ſo equitable as to imitate Dr. Birche- 
i radiusis Sincerity, and not to keep us in the Dark, 
* as they affect to * for they make a great 
5 2 „ Noilſe, 
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Nolte if. they can ay, a litle i in favour © 
ce of Imagination ; but let the contrary Caſes be 
E nevet ſo many, they hold their Tongues, ant 


«. and are not willing to on, that Deformities are 


Bt the only Work of Nature, and the Conſequences. 
<«. of. the Laws of Motion, which God Alenghuy | 
<«<- has eſtabliſhed in this World.“ | 
{But what does he complain of, ſince the moſt 
| conſiderable Authors; here produced, are of that 
Character? Do nat Hildanus, Horſtius, Fienus, 
every one of them ſay, I doubt, I dent believe, &c. ? 
Not to mention again Bircberodius; who ſhould be 

che foremaſt, ſince his Example is propoſed. If 
it were worth while, I ſhould ſhew on the Contrary, 


© | that Dr. Blondel wreſts, and ſtrains, right or wrong, 
every Hiſtory that galls him. But what need have 
I to do it, while he ſo manifeſtly contradits him - 


ſelf ? Twrpe ft deffori, cum culpa redarguit ipſum 1 


ix I Qcan no, with eaſe, go RO the! remaining 


ies. 
. The Story of Miß Muſcle is very unlucky. 
for Dr. Turner. And the Stories of the Conjuniion 
of | Children are ſeldom fathered on Imagination, 
For which Reaſon I give them up entirely. I will 
not inſiſt more on the Story of Parey's Frog. Let me 
make only one Remark of general uſe. This Ex- 
ample muſt force us to truſt nothing at Second- 
hand, but to go directly to the Principals, to the 
Spring, to the Original. Since Anbr. Parey gave no 
particular Deſcription of his Frog; but, after his 
Heath, other People have: been ſo officious, as to 
add the Picture of a Child with a Frog's Head, to 
| the laſt, Edition of his Works. 1 Hopes. you wil 5 
mf vot ſay this is a partial Remark. 
XNVG. Here I will obſerve, t, if Dr. Turner 
was to be credited, the Inſtance he brings in, which 


he hath ſeen himſelf, of an Infant born with a fleſhy, = 


* 2 . was very fit to 


- 


countenance 


| 'E 26 1 
countenance” the Story of "Miſs*Muſele, as to the 
Production of the Monſter; though not with Re- 
ſpect to its living fo long. Give me leave to ſay 
only, after his Example, in order to countenance 
the Story of the Ape (p. 71.) that I have ſeen, and 
may other Witneſſes beſides, at a noted Coffee- 
Houſe in Town, a Man, whoſe Looks and Face, 
were p rfectly like a Monkey's. But I never chonght 
to aſk him, whether this Reſemblance® proceeded 
from his Mother's Imagination; becauſe J little ex- 
pected ever to have Occaſion of mentioning him: 
” Alas! I am ſorry,” I have been ſo negligent! 
XVI. I left the Hiſtory of the Lizard alone, out 
of the Panegyrick of Fienus, becauſe I would have 
it to be conſidered apart. Here you ſee, that 
worthy Author refuſes to believe the report of his 
grave and truſty Friend ! He gives his Reaſons for 
his Diſbelief. And, in the preceeding Story of the 
Ade, he tells you barely, it was ſuppoſed, the Mo- 
ther, when big with Child, was, &c. What Credit 
then is not due to thoſe Stories he any where at- 
teſts, ſince he is ſo ſcrupulouſly cautious upon every 
Occaſion? I leave this to your ſerious: Conſidera- | 
tion. If Dr. Blonde! did not poſitively give him- 


ſelf, at the End of his Treatiſe for the firſt Au- i 


thor who has ever writ on this Side the Queſtion, I 
ſhould have ſuſpected Frenus was en Nan zi a 1 
__— not yet read his Book. 
I wiſh I had Dr. Turners Book by e Ge 
Hehe his Words are fairly — here; I ſuſ- 
ce Dr. Blonde! has miſtook a Reaſoning for a 
Tf I fee a Woman frigbied, may perhaps 
Dr. T urner have ſaid, and afterwards I 2 an Ef< 
felt correſponding to the Cauſe, I judge, I believe, 
Sc. That would be good Reaſon, but I leave this 
"_- Conjecture only in behalf of Dr. Turner. 
XVII. I am concerned for Dr. Blondel's Sake, 
an che — and Obyogzons: he 3 
Gti wit 


7 ; : % Bas CA: Ng ; — b 5 - ; ; 
I | | Ss 
« * 
* | <2 A : \ 
9 * 


with ſo much Pains, Wo 1 Winding, againſt x Feb. 
6 | 


WH by Dr: ene of 55 e in the Breaſh! 
Ist it not mere. avil El Ie bps. elle? G 
MS pan $3. <6 0 Pn Ro, 

muſt only take Ur. ne art, forrſoqe 

3 Things he has 8 in the aſe; of. the + | 
| Offer, who. is ; 1 uppoſed. to:haye, al e Mr, Boyk 1 
Credulity. : That. 44 h that his I 9 5 
. 31; I 


had changed Colour. ſudde 50 12 Eright,. 5 

7 has no Reference to ect 

ther's . ee -_ the; Fg Ds Fi 5 
tion in, general; and, in that Light, L. do nor 
but a 8950 Argument mi © be. Fry 101 1 a 
common Effects of Teri i if "the Tepee, 
are ſo ſurprizing, and l that we have 1 no 


* 


23 


need to be aſtoniſhed at tho of a ; Mother's 8. At | 
leaſt, our not prderſtanding hems, is no Qbjection 


againſt, the Fact. 


Do we underſtand | better, how. a Man can. think 
_ himſelf, Glaſs, an Earthen. Pot, or 4 Dead Corps; 
than how a Mother's Imagination. can work on her 


Prey” If we underſtand. not the « one, how 0 « 


3 S ud 


* ** 


en or * e 0 

I will not maintain, that Mr. Boyle was not im- 
poſed on, in this particular Inſtance; but I think, 
there are ſome others parallel to it, of ſuch good 
Credit, that I ſee nothing incredible in the thing 
itſelf. To ſay nothing of the Effects of the Paſſions 
in general, who knows not what Fear can do?.. 
But why will not Dr. Blonde! allow his Adver- 
4 fary the Liberty of reaſoning, as well as himſelf? - 


Inſtanc I readily. , give 


- -— 


Dr. Turner aſks, why this Alteration could not 


weren e. u 119. an e Occaſion/? ? 
<>" The 


Obyettions. 
bes 5 cn AP. vi 


and the reſt of che Company 
having defeated him with his 'own n 


| 15 
o + Ber tells you, 
an entellent Opportunity 
5 End. He n 6 che a and 1 * 
if the Cauſe (a Fright) had continued longer, 
I Ai - alſo of the Hur might have changed, | 
well as the Pyction. Is it not a rational Co Cotjecture, 5 
and what harm does Dr. Turner, by endeavo 
to account for an Effect,” in the moſt probable | 
Manner he can think of? mo i 
Dr. Blontel corrects Dr. Turker; for faying, thät 


Iu Hairs ſtandit on End prececded from tbr fu. 
den Noo fre. b Pores becauſe he would have 


proceed Hom 4 From og und cone 
tian 101 the muſcular Fibres of the Hairy Scalp. 
But is it not plain, they mean the Tame Thing, and 
ow only in the Expreſſion ? A Contraction of the 
res, and a Conſtfiction of the Pores are much 


the ſame; and who does not fee this was convulſve? 
What a Buſtle about nothing! 


To conclude this Exarnitiation of Pr. Turns 
twelfth Chapter; I ſubmit, in my turn, to impar- 
tial Judges, what als i is to be be on Dr. Bum 


: 7% 


HE ſhort Eine we hive in- iter ven- 
ocerning this Matter, is, What T urged againſt 
the Divines. One of them (and T believe the moſt 


learned) ſeem'd not to have read Dr. Bloyde!'s Com- 


ment on that Paſſage z ſo that he was ſtruck dumb; 


pee me, NT 


can aſſure you, I am not in the leaft | Kay pr hs 
Victory. For, as I propoſed that Ai ent in the 


: "Fu MS ol am ſenſible, I may have been 


miſtaken, 


[29 Fg 
miſtakzn:- But I was reduced ** 
and publiſh that Particular, only becauſe I think 
it may ſtand me the ſtead of an Apology, for at- 
tempting to vie with Dr. Blondet. in the Inter- 
Pretation of Scripture, Neither | was this Introduc- 
Yon: 9 — unneceſſary to what I am going to ſay. 
Dr. Blonde excuſes himſelf very handſomly, pol 
| "meddling with a Buſineſs out of his Province. 1 
Hall 155 only further, in my own Defence, that 
IJ attack him as 4 Phyſician: againſt» a Phyſician; 
ſubmitting the Deciſion to whom it may belong. 
J muſt: confeſs beſides, to his Praiſe, that I am not 
ſo well qualified: for the, Attempt, as he was; ſince 
I cannot inſiſt on the original Text. But, how- 
ever I have a Right to plead, according to the beſt of 
my Knowledge, and that is all I ſhall pretend to. 74- 
cob Policy in placing the Rods of a certain Colour be- 
. fore the Cattle, is the Argument to be conſidered, 
Gen. xxx. 38, 39. And he ſet the Rods, which 
« he had pilled, before the Flocks in the Gutters N 
* in the Water-troughs, when the Flocks came to 
% drink, that they ſhould. conceive, vos "oy 
de came o drink. 
„And the Flocks eise 3 ths Rods, 
and brought forth Cattle rr an 
and ſpotted.“ | 
Nothing more plain, ahi che common Senſe of 
theſe Words, and the Deſign of Jacob. One would 
think it | ſhould not be poſſible to interpret them 
differently! But what cannot be done to brat a 
I 1 > 
1. Dr. Blondel ſays, we have no Boche 0 to Jane 
us of the current Opinion of that time, in order to 


. 
4 


know whether Jacob uſed this ee 99-4 rg che 2 


Motive we think he dic. 
Anſw. What then? Suppoſe Jacob was "the firſt ; 

Man, who put this in practice; is it not likely, -he + 
had! it from Divine Revelation And ſo, moſt pro- 
In F 5 ban 


1301 = 
bably, this has given riſe to the current Opinion 
ſince. What would it ſignify therefore to know more? 

To ſay, with Dr. Blondel, that the Rods were of 
Jacob's own Invention, without any Encouras ; 
From above, is contrary to Appearance, and ſupported 
by no Authority. Far from that, this is one of 
thoſe Inventions, which could not be Man's, but 
God's; * as ſhould n e by a little . 
ſideration, 

2. That an extraordinary Providence ad alſo in- 
terpoſe on that Occaſion, is moſt certain: But thence 
we have no Reaſon to infer, that this Divine Ad- 
vice was not grounded on an ordinary Law of Na- 
ture, which had not been ee nor F revealed 

beſre. 
3. The Perplexities of Style, which our Author 
| takes notice of, in the common Tranſlation, are 

very inſignificant, and might eaſily be accounted 
for by the Art of Criticiſm ; if even common Senſe 

was not ſufficient to extricate them, Who is there 
can imagine, that Drinking. was the Cauſe of Con- 
ception ? or that the Ewes did conceive, before the 
Rams had leaped upon them? | 

4. The nice Scrutiny of the Hebrew Word i is too 
quaint for the Occaſion, Who doubts, but the 
Ewes rutied before they were, covered, ne” con- 
ccived Do we want Hebrew to know . 
g. The Doctor's own Tranſlation is as bad as «rhe 
common: The Flocts grew hot by the Rods. Who 
would not think, that the Rods made tber Flocks to 
5 7 hot? | 

6. Jacob's Dream was nothing but a Rotten, : 
or Viſion of the  Accompliſhment of God's Pro- 
Miſe ;z and there is no ſuch extraordinary Emphafss, 
nor mighty Streſs to be laid on the Declaration, 
that all the Rams which leaped upon the Cattle, were 


» Quippe etiam in repertis, alias invenit ca us, a t vers 
a Drus. Plin, Lib. 2511 „ ſu 1 Ads fat | 


id 125 
. Rt | ring- 


* 


ring-ſiraked. This does not contradict the Uſeful- . 
neis of the pilled Rods. Jacob knew very well 
before, that the Colour of the Lambs depended on 


the Colour of the leaping Rams; but he did not 


know that the pilled Rods could promote the ſame 
Effect; wherefore the Repreſentation of the Ring- 
ſtraked Rams to him, denoted only more certainly 
the Accompliſhment. . And, as Dr. Blondel obſerves 


very right, we have the Hiftory bere of ſeven Years 


in a few Words, the Whole may be reconciled much 
in this manner : The Increaſe of Jacob's Stock was 
brought about by Degrees, as the Doctor ſays again 
at firſt, for want of ſpeckled Rams, the pilled Rods 
were uſed to ſupply that Defect: Afterwards, when 
that End was anſwered, and ſome coloured Lambs 
were produced by Degrees, the ſpeckled Cattle 


abounded more and more; *till ALL came to be 


Ring-ſtraked, This is a very natural Account with- 
n een, d 
7. The Doctor, notwithſtanding his Interpreta- 

tion, is very much puzzled to. find out ſome Uſe for 
the pilled Rods; which makes him ſay, that they 
were very proper to familiariſe them with ibe ſpeckled 


$ 


Colour. But does he not really joke? as if the 


ſpotted, or plain, were not equally welcome and fa- 
miliar to the poor Creatures? After all, he is forced 
to ſay. much the ſame Thing with us. For he owns, 
that the Ewes, being uſed io drink in Sight of the 

Rods, were eagerly. moved at the Appearance of an 
Oels of the ſame Colour. 1 agree, they were eagerly 


moved, that is, their Fancy was ſtruck ; but I can- 
not allow the Conſequence, that therefore they 


were prompted to run towards the ſpeckled Rams, 
rather than to the others, For, as I have juſt ſaid, 


the ſpeckled, or the white, were very indifferent to 


them. | Beſides, it is contrary to the Modeſty of 


| thoſe innocent Creatures, to ſuppoſe, that they ran 


- 


towards the Rams: But I own, I am not yet enough 
wo; JT 


On 


| acquainted! with their Me a Hiftory, to FEY 1 


fitive, as to that Point. OT OY ve "PD OR 
"Another Uſe the Doctor woule Allien to theſe 
Rods, is, an aftringent' Quality to ſtrengthen the 
Womb, and prevent the Ewes from caſting t 
young. Bur he contradicts this Uſe, by ſuppoſing, 


that, when the Cattle were Janguid, (or weak) 


Jacob did not put the Rods into the Waters * That is, 


Juſt when it was moſt neceſſary for them. The 


ſtrong ones, 1 Prefunie, could not want that Me- 
decine. the PT CHSEP "IRS 
Our Author ſtarts a Difficulty, neh 1 25 
gainft himſelf, and lies at his own Door: Whence 
came theſe "ſpeckled Rams, were not all thoſe of That 
Colour in the Cuſtody of Laban" COT HT ee, 280 
The Difficulty is indeed unanſwerable in - this 


Doctor's Syſtem, and is removed only by ours. 
For, if the ſpeckled Rams that were wanting, did 


not all come from Laban's Flock; they myſt come 
from the Breed of thoſe Ewes, which had received | 
the Impreſſion” of the pilled Rods. Neither does 
this Objection ſeem to give the Lie to the Angel; 

becauſe his Declaration was prophetical, and in a 
Dream; not of Matter of Fact, but of Things to 

come: See all” the Rams which leap are  Jpeckled?! ! FE 
And the Fact is certain, that Facob © was not pro- 


vided with ſpeckled Rams enough; becauſe other- 


wiſe he would have had no need for th pilled Rods. 
The Doctor objects againſt us, that the Angel does 
not fiy, The Lambs which are to be brought” forth ; 

but the Rams which leap : But he does not conſider, 


that this is the true Prophetical Style, wu uſe the | 


preſent Tenſe for the N n 
The fact may be thus eafily accounted for. By 
the Treaty, of Partition . all the ſpeckled, or ring- 


ſiraked were to be Jacob's. But the Sons of Laban 


had cheated Zacoh. And this, probably, might be 
the Reaſon, nt God indicated to him a new 
Means, 


* 


Means, unknown before, 10. Gegen bis Eod, a 
to confer the promiſed Bleſſing upon him. W. 
q "Again : : If all the Rams which leaped: then, were 
ſpeckled; as the Doctor inſiſts on, the Angel told 
Jarob nothing, but what he knew before, or could 
ſee with his own Eyes, and did not want to be told 
in a Dream. But, as the Angel ſpole in a Viſion, 


prophetically, there was no Lie on his Part; neither 


did he equivocate; or invite the Patriarch to gaze 
— an Eus rationis; ſince it was a Thing to come 
to paſs. In a Word, take it which a0. yout FOO) 
the Doctor is under a ' fad Dilemma. 
According to the firſt Suppoſition, that' all was 
ſpeckled; there was no Revelation, and the Viſion" 
was to no Purpoſe: According to the ſecond, that 
the: Angel's Speech 'wwas prophetical, the Revelation 
Was real, and the Viſion comfortable. Let the 
Doctor now thife for himſelf; I will not chuſe for 


ee | tell whit er Dr. Blondit's F ends will 
labgh at my interpretation; but, if they ſhould, 
I can aſſure them, they are heartily welcome; and 


I ſhall bid them, as Dr. Blondel did his Opponents, 


Fadh' again,  Ride-/i ſapis. I am much of his 


Humour; and I believe we ſhould agree very well, 
if he was alive. Our Boots might quarrel, as he 


ſays to Dr. Turner, but the Authors would be Friends. ; 


He makes a fair Propoſal at laſt, which is truly 
Philoſophical, and ſerious: He bids Dr. Turner try the 
Experiment himſelf, and ſee, whether by any Ar- 


tifice whatſoever, he can get a Breed of Cattle, 


coloured according to his Expectation; * and he 
promiſes 0 own himſelf in the Wrong, it the Succeſs 
anſwers. I accept the Challenge upon the ſame 
Term 1 Nene to 4 the 1 on ws 


= . B. Dr. Blonde! would be taken at his Word, ir he 


was alive. See my Addreſs to the Ladies. 
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oo ff a6 1 ; 
10 0 n Wy E ir ex enn ſacred, Tom 
ready to own, _ Mhondei in the Riglt. 

10. Will you not be ſurpriſed- now, if 1 Would. 
in my turn, offer to your, Conldeoration, two great 
' Difficulties, which the Doctor has not been aware 
cf, or he would have taken particular Notice of 
them? The firſt of them. would have been 1 his 
own Advantage. 15 by 

- The ½. He agb berg pi the "6 th that Brute | 
Beaſts have no Imagination; that the Impreſſion of 
outward Objects on them is purely mechanical; and 
conſequently, that the pilled Rods could not have 
the Effect on the Cattle that we imagine. This 
would have ſtruck at the Root at once, and had 
been better than to elude the Force of a plain Text 
by his forced Interpretation. You may ſay perhaps, 
this was only a romantick Conceit of the French 
Philoſopher, of no Weight againſt Scripture, .. Bot 
it was, what he and his Followers have ſupported. 
by: Scripture: The Soul of: the: Beaſt is in its Blood. 
He might then have oppoſed Scripture to Scripture, ; 
or rather reconciled Scripture, if he pleaſed.” Which, 
do you now chuſe? Confute Deſcartes by the Hiſ- 

tory of the pilled Rods? Or deſtroy the Hiſtory. 4 
the pilled Rods by the Philoſophy of Deſcartes 
What room for Diſpute, if I. was in the Hum 
of it! But Jam too much engaged againſt. my. 
clination in the preſent Diſpute, to run into —5 | 
neceſſary Digreſſions. What excellent Argument. 
in the Doctor's Hands, if he had handled it! But 
we muſt ſuppoſe he was no Carigſian, and would 
not call in to his Aſſiſtance ſuch Arts: He would 
not betray his Conſcience to defend his Cauſa!a 
2. The next Difficulty is againſt that probable 
Maxim, that the Colour of the leaping Rams was 
the Cauſa proxima, or * Cauſe of the Colour 
of the Lambs. 8 : 


*y 


9 


3 
© 
Ln That * 
4 F EY * LS 
* * 


the Colour of the Mates, is What the Bader coolt 
affirm very rationally : But he had no Authority 
to aſſure ſoon after, that the Angel told Jacob, that 


the Increaſe of his Cattle did depend on the ſpeck- 


led Rams covering the Ewes, This Obſe 


vation 


be reconciled with the Teftimony of the Antients. 


| Virgil has no Regard to the Colour of the Wool, 
but orders you oo to keep off from the Cattle, 


every Ram, that has any Blackneſs under the 


Tongue (although the Ram ſhould be white him- 


ſelf) -leaft that fhould'communicate bags Te 
10 the Wool of the Breed. 
bis autem, quamvis aries fit HA inſe, n 
ſubeſt io tantùm cui lingua palato, 
ge 55 ne — infuſcet vellera pullis 
Nuſcentum. _ Groxs. III. 387. 
And Pliny informs us more directly, That che 
chief Part to be regarded in a Ram, is the Mouth - 
Becauſe. the Fleece of the Lambs is uſed to correſ- 
pond in Colour with the different Colours of the 
Veins unc erneath his Tongue. Arietum maxims 
peltantur Ora: quia cujus coloris ſub lingua habuere 
Venas, jus & lanicium eſt in fæiu, variamgue, i 
Plures fuere. Lib. viii. 47. 
What - ſhall we fay to this? What Reference i is 
there between the Tongue and the Fleece? How 


I. 


comes Nature to act ſo unaccountably, and ſo irre- 
N ? Should not her Marks fall in the right 
? Or, if any thing tranſports them, what elle 


N can i be, -butImacinaTion? The Doctor is wont 


to rejoice, and banter beyond Mealyre, whenever 


Imagination does not hit right;“ if a Mark, a Spot, 


: and. not throug the Abdomen or Thorax ? 


And again, pag. 76. Does 1 4 95 to quadrate or tally <vith 
| * Fancy? F 


- Wound, 


i &. ; þ * 
1 1 * * \ 6 25 * F 4 


is not ſo certain as he imagines; neither is it eaſy to 


Thus, pag. 60. Why is the Chill run through the Head, 
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A Wound; does not anſwer * and follow * 


Place to Place, and corre ſpond with the Prototype.” 
But what would he have ſaid to Nature? Ho 
comes her Orders are not followed? And bow 


would he have Adjuſted: his nd with e Fam 


nomenon ? + 


But to be ſerious : Slams; is Dom: for ſeveral e cu 2, 
rious Queſtions. . It would be worth / inquiring of 


the Dee how the * n their Court 
ſhip? . 510 1 
1. Whether they accoſt one another, to mouth, 
or bill as Birds do? fo 

+ Whether the Ram, on 5 5 Approach, > 1 
not bleat, in a particular Manner; and, o opening 
his Mouth, ſhew his Tongue? 


Whether the Ewe does not wait. for this Sig- 


3. 
nal? Whether ſhe does not look attentively at it? 


And whether, ſtruck at the ſtrange Sight, her 


teeming Imagination does not convey the Likeneſs 
of thoſe Spots to the Fleece of her Young? _ 


4. Or. might not this Blackneſs of the Tor ue | 
ae 


be a Diſeaſe ? v. g. Swoln Veins? A vicious 
tion of the Ranine, &c.? | 


. In this Caſe, whether it would' not be klin 
more difficult to account in Dr. Blandel's Syſtem, 


than in the Syſtem of Imagination, why the flame 
Part is not affected in the Offspring? . © . 
6. If it be not a Diſcaſe, what peculiar Appea- 
rance, or Diſpoſition is it? 
7thly, and Jaftly, It would be neceſſary | to know, 
whether our Sheep ever vary much in Colour; and 
- whether the Colour of the Wool is propagated to 
the Breed, from the Male, and Female Parents, 
indifferentiy? ge 
© There are few conſtant Obſervations of the An- 
_ tients, but we find ſome Traces of them among 
Country-peopie. And there are ſo many Inſtances, 
as well of the Likenel of * as of. the Agree- 
ment 


N 


8 * * 
# 7 * 
T 


Ha 


HE 4; 2 — l 55 cannot 415 8 
'K may. Laws 


©. 


W | of them by 1 and. 3 he 1 Ne ; 
| have ſuggeſted, that Leab's and Rachel's Nurſes, or 
 Hand-maids had put that Stratagem into Jacob's 
Head. Be that as it will, the Reaſon Why it is no 
more put in Practice at preſent, I believe is, that 
we ſeek only for white Wool. And this I take 


from Wien Ly who „ che Choice of White 
Hocke : l 


I 3 1 greges 5 vill lege mollibus abs. | 


wn PRIN 


"pat our Manufacturers can do nothing with . 
the other Kinds, is another Thing to be inquired 
into? But Iam ſo deſtitute of Books, and of all other 
Means of Information, at preſent, that I muſt leave 

the Proſecution of theſe Inquiries to ſome more fa- So 
vourable Opportunity, In the mean while I hope, 4 
1 | however, I have faid enough to vindicate the Ar- 9 
gument taken from Scripture, and to overthroẽ- 

Dr. Blondel's wrong Conſtructions of it. 
At the End of this Chapter is a Cox el ustox, 
relating to ExyERIENCE, which I cannot paſs by 

without ſome Reflections. 

The Author recapitulates, for Perſ picuity Sake, 
the ſeveral Propoſitions he has hicherea maintained; 
but I defire the Reader to recapitulate alſo my An- 
Fe to them, and not to draw his Concluſions too 

ly. 

I. "He defires the Reden to remember, that the 
Imaginationiſts never had any ſettled Principles, c. 
But I r obſerved in his Preface, what a crifling 

'G | * 


"Obje&tion What 18; 41 — 1 Gechied after eich, 


that T would not trouble my Head with what others 
have thought, but ſtick cloſe to the Subject in diſ- 


ta between us; which, I think, is plainly ſtated, — 


fixt enon gh. 5 
He re hs, that Herbal | Yen Barren. 


1 have fomiſed to anſwer my Objection: But it 


will be 'neceffary for that Purpoſe, to examine 'the 
Nature apd Actions of Fixjdgination, in an abſtr 
View, Which I muſt defer for ſome other Time. 1 
ſmall onſy ſay, that it coufd not be aways frtätful 
and ative, unleſs it was Ochripotent; and beſides, 
to ſolve this Difficulty, we need only *confider the 
different Strengtlis, Capacities, and Weaknefies of 
Imagination. Which, I fear, would requite a lohger 
Detail than would ſuit the reſent Occaſion. + + © 


3. He. recollectsg that ſeveral Marks, Fc. hap- 
pen without any previous Imagination, and conſe- 
quentſy that they muſt proceed'f om anothet Cauſe, 


1 have. agreed to that, and 1 anſwer . 
what does that fgnify, if we Can but prove, 
Imagination 1 is the Cauſe of ſome ? 
4. I have ſhown, that our Author is 100 Bald. 


too  Iudferous,, or too ſevere, in the Judgment he 
gives on the Teſtimonies produced b by Dr. Turner; 


and 1 hope the Reader will be ſo equitable as not 
to ee a Matter of ſuch- Conſequence in his 
Favour, unleſs he had given a Demonſtration That 
| no ive Teltimoay could be] produced. 
_ .: Lea the Odds againſt. Amgen TR never 
ſo great, I. little care; fince bur Bulineſs is to in- 
quire odly into the Certaisty of the Facts, and not 
to balance their Numbers, And T readily allow, 
the Falſe way be more numerous than the rue. 3 


e e ür e 
0 UR Autlior appeals” next to Winne but 


I cannot rel, Whether hs Thing can be more 
unreaſonable * 


4 


* 0 
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e Becauſe Reaſon claims. no 1 


tion in this Affair, 2 and can bring no Ackioß e 
Matters of: FaR. 

Bur, fince he will apps al to this: Tribunal, 
would fain know, whether it is not more reaſonable 
to believe, there may be ſome Truth in a Fact, 
grounded on ſo many Reports, than that there i 


none at all? To fay the Truth, REAN 1s, neither 


for i it nor againſt i it. Tr will be Reaſon to believe it, 
If it is; and it will be Reaſon to believe it not, if 
it is not. However, 1 Ghall follow his Reaſoning 
as FOE, as I can and 1 believe, 1 need not ſpend 
Words in refuting, as he has done i in en- 
deavour ng to prove. 
1. He tells Th, he will ſhew, both by Reaſon 
and Anatomy, that Children cannot be marked by 
Virtue of the Mother's Fancy; i. e. That it oh 10] 
Poſſible, But does he know all that is poſſible ? 
are there not many true Fafts, which appear 5 
poſſible, both to Reaſon and Anatochy? If he could 
ſhew, that it was contradifgory in itſelf, either by 
| Reaſon or Anatomy, he might be in the Right; 
but otherwiſe he muſt wait, till he knows exactly 
5 che Bounds of Pgſble and Impoſſible. . 
2. He begins by enumerating ſeveral Functions 
in Animal 5 that are not under the A ang 


* = {oa 


Your, ha bg is. "Beſi des it is arguing upon 


he 125 fition, and upon Petitio principii. The Effects 
Ima 


gination are not voluntary, they are as ne- 


ceſſaty as thoſe which proceed from other natural 
Functions. Imaginatiqn and the Will are two dif- 
ferent Faculties, and their Provinces entirely diſtinct. 


And it is as reaſonable to ſay, 4 Thing is not done by 
e becaule it is Le 2 one by the Wil: as to 


"ys ; 
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fay, we cannot will, becauſe we cannot underſtand. 


If Reſemblance of Features is under the Influence of 
Imagination, i it is begging theQueſtion, to ſay, That 
It is out of the Mother's Power to give it. In ſhort, 
it is quite abſurd to ſay, that the Mother's Imagi- 
nation cannot affect, nor hurt the Child, becauſe 
ſhe cannot make it. = 

The Effects of I 8 in Fe 
are no lefs ſurprizing and unaccountable, than thoſe 
of the Mother on the Fztus ; but it would be as 


: reaſonable to deny the one, as the other. An Hy- 


be cnn can believe himſelf Wax, Glaſs, Sc. but 
e cannot alter the leaſt ſolid Part of his Body, 
nd therefore, ſince we do not deny the Former, 
uſe he cannot do the Latter ; is it no more ab- 
ſurd, to believe, that the Mother may have Power 


to disfigure the Body of her Child, tho* ſhe has 


none to alter or transform her own. We are ſure, 


the conſtituent Parts of the Mother are unchange- 
able; but how liable the Child's Body may be to 


receive Impreſſions, is doubtful : We can therefore 
draw no Conſequences from the one to the other; 
but, if any may be drawn, is it not likely, the 
Mother has a greater Influence upon her Child, that is 
tender, than upon her Body which is firm and firong? 

4. That a determinate Thought of the Mother can 


produce 4 determinate Effet on the Fetus, is an O- 


pinion that our Author does not fairly ſtate. The 
Effects of Imagination over the Child are neceſſary; 
but the Direction of them is under the Influence of 
the Will. The common inion is not, that the 


Mother can produce any determinate Effect; R 


that ſhe can d wert it, by her Will, upon Occaſion. 
And there is no Inconſiſtence, that a neceflary Action 
of the Imagination ſhould. be determined by a vo- 
Juntary Act of the Will. 

8. The Paſſions (he acknowledges) have ſome· 
times violent Effects * the Body 3 but who has 
ever 


i ? 
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[4 7k | 
ever heard, that they can bring to 8 any deter- | 
mined Diſorder.” or real mechanical pon it? 4 
Thus he proceeds in the ſame Way of Realonitig 
But the ſame Anſwer will ſerve for all, viz, If a 
Mother has a greater Influence over the Body of the 
Child, than upon her own, all her Actions, Paſ- 
ſions, or Operations of the Mind, muſt have 4 
reater proportionable Effect. To ſay, that the 
Pie of a Wound, or of a Diſtemper, cannot give 
it, is all idle Talk; z it is arguing upon a wrong 
Bottom; it is inferring a Concluſion that has no 
Connection nor Dependance on the Premiſſes: In a 
Word, it is concluding, that Imagination has no 
Power, in ſome Circumſtances, under certain Re- 
ſtrictions, becauſe it has not an abſolute Power over 
, all the natural Functions. 

6. Fancy does not cauſe the Diſtemper, ſays 
Fix us, but the Diſtemper gives Occaſion to Fancy. 
Ho often muſt we ſee Dr. Blondel abuſing that ex- 
cellent Author! Here he is accounting for the 
ſtrange Imaginations of Hy ſ[ypochandraics, which is 
F a different Subject. Bat, chat you may not be 

eceived by this Sophiſtry, let me only obſerve, 
That, as it is impoſſible to account for the Diſorders 
of the Hypochondriacs, without underſtanding the 
Natures of the Soul and Body, and the reciprocal 
Conditions of their Union, and Dependance one on 
the other; fo it is impoſſible to account for the Diſ- 
orders of Pregnancy, without underſtanding the 
Nature of that State, and knowing the Conditions 
of that particular Union and Dependance. But, if 
a Compariſon may be allowed of, . between Subjects - 
0 vaſtly different, why ſhould not Imagination 
| ſometimes have as great an Effect on Bodies, as the 
Body on Imagination? Or is it more incredible, that 
a Diſturbance in Imagination ſhould 8 a real 
Alteration in a Body; than, that a Diſorder in the 
Bod 7 ſhould produce a real Diſturbance in Imagina- 


tion ? 
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142 1 
tion? That Imagination ſhould do ſomething, that 


_ exiſts; than, that, it ſhould make us believe, what 


i mt? 


7. It does not "ſeem confilteit; r the 2 ors 


that contrary Paſſions in the Mother ſhould produc 
the ſame Effect upon the Fætus; v. g. That both 
Deſire and Averſion ſhould imprint the ſame Mark. 


To this I anſwer, that contradictory, or contrary 5 
Effects of Paſſions, . Bins is no uncommon 
8 is 


Thing: Covetouſt metimes profuſe; Pro- 


digality ! is ſometimes tenacious; F carfulneſs i is ſome- 
times bol 


z Pride js ſometimes cringing; Courage 


is ſometlil morous; Sc. But, without inſiſting 


on this, I ſay, let us only be ſure, that the Mother's 


Imagination can produce ſomething, and we will 
endeavour afterwards to reconcile Contradictions. 
8. Dr. Blongel does not underſtand, why calm 4 
and ſedate Paſſions, or Affect ions, ſhould be ſo in- 
jurious to the Child, as to make any Signatures upor 
it? What more proper Anſwer can we return to 
this, but that, as St. Paul ſays, No Man knows ue 


Spirit that is in Man, but Man; ſo, No Man knows 


what the Spirit of a Mother can do, but the Mo- 
ther? The Union of the Child with its Mother, „ 
take to be ſuch a Myſtery, that I can compare it to 


nothing elſe, than to the Union of the Body with 


the Soul; and we muſt not expect to underſtand 
the Wonders of either, until we are let into the 
whole Secret. 
9. Tam not obliged to juſtify Dr. Turner's Ex- 
lanations of theſe T une and I am ſorry Dr. 
Bündel, does not teliſh his Expreſſions. Bur” it is 
ſtrange he ſhould not underſtand how neceſſary and 
unavoidable it is, to uſe metaphorical Expreſſions on 
any thing that relates to ſpiritual Subjects, or when- 
ever we talk of the ſubtle Operations of Spirits ! And 


 caunſequently, how pardonable are theſe Words, 


Tere, Irradiation, and Ovation of the Soul, or 


Spirit! ED. 


1 
Spirits But L will Wow another Method. 1 will | 
-wait till the Fact be univerſally acknowledged z And 
then I will endravour to give a more W 
Account of the Marter, if poſſible. 
10. Dr. Blonde! ales, whether the common No- 
Aon is net ſilly and ridiculous, bat a Mother ran 
Gurrit, und convey, by the Application of ber Hand, amy 
Signature, to what Place ſhe pleaſes? 1 — 
i mot ridiculous, it is true. And T will take all 
the Care imaginäble to- n it is falſe, 
befote I paſs any fuch Sentence 
I. He has reſerved for the laſt Place, to attack 
- Malebranches Philoſophical Syſtemy on the Power 


of Imagination in Women with Child: No doubt, 


as being the moſt finiſhed Piece of Reaſoning on 
this Head. I muſt own, I k nem no other Method 
to account à priori for cheſe things. J am ſorry the 
Doctor is not pleaſed with it; but, as Opinions are 
free, I am very eaſ about it. I would not vindi- 
- *eate the Truth of that Syſtem neither: For I am 
reſolved to be very certain of the Fact, of the on, 
before I determine about the $074/'or Reaſons. 1 
ſhall therefore anſwer Dr. Blonde? sOtjections direct; 
not as they fall on Malebranche, as pie, _— | 
to the Subject in hanct. 
1.  Malebranebe” ſays,” fore "ry #:Cotoninicgnign' af 
_ boughts betwern''the-Brain of the Mother and the 
| Child 35 and that the Children in ibe Womb receive the 
- ſame Impreſſions of Objects, and are moved by the ſame 
-Paſſions, -as their Mothers. It is Plain, this muſt be 
taken in a philoſophical Senſe. Theſe are meta- 
«phyſical Notions; and whoever interprets them 
literally, goes very much out of the way. If :y6u 
do not underſtand them, it is a Misfortune for you. 
I do not ſuſpect any ſuch thing of Dr. Blondel, but 
I warn all other People, who do not underſtand it, 
not to meddle with it. Procul, procul eſte profani. 
Your are not qualified for theſe Matters, if you have 
not a — — 2. Dr. 


— * 


ä 
* E 
* 


ted and ſubtil Senſe, in which they were underſtood 
by Malebrancbe. And ſince Mr. Locł's Definitions 


' found ſomething li 


g ( FT 


1 45 Dr.-Blowdel oppoſes, That this Hypotheſis s - 
4contrary to Anatomy, becauſe: there is no Com- 


munication of Nerves between the Aab and the 
Child, I am ſenſible, there is no Communication 
of Nerves: but, ſince it is univerſally known, and 
never has been pretended, there was; we muſt ſup- 
«pale, there is ſome other Means of Communication. 
Can any Body deny, there is a Union? Does not 
the Child receive its Nouriſhment and Increaſe by 
the Veſſels, that convey it, from the Mother? And 
who can prove, there may not be a particular Tranſ- 
miſſion of Spirits that Way, ſufficient to perform 
the Feats that are talked of, and we ſo much ad- 


mire ? At leaſt it muſt be granted, there is an in- 


timate Union; and we muſt not deny the Effects, 


becauſe we are not yet well acquainted. with the 


Nature or the Manner of it. 

3. The Doctor pretends, / *tis.\contrary ben the 
Nature of the Paſſions : And thereupon he preſents 
us with a Definition of all the Paſſions, as he takes 
them from the famous Mr. Loct. I have nothing 


0 oppoſe to theſe Definitions : Lean only ſay, they 


are very juſt, . but nothing to the Purpoſe. To be 
ſure, the Child cannot reflect on all theſe Occaſions, 
in the ſame Manner, as the Mother does; but it is 
impoſſible to underſtand how he may be affected, 
— f- we take theſe Doctrines, in the moſt abftrac- 


affect not in the leaſt our Diſpute, 1 need as 5 
concerned any more about them. 
4. Dr. Blonde remarks further: To 0 0 a1 
Malebranche, tat Children fees what the Mothurs | 


*N.B. This uſt not hs affirm'd too e lier: since 
it is ſaid, that the preſent celebrated Profeſſor: AL BIxus has 
"tice" a Nerve within the umbilical String. 

Aliguid ner uli ſimile widit Albinus ſub ee ee Neu- 
3 Dif. "R__— : Allantoide, 
1 | ft n 


11 „ 
1 that they bear the ſame Cries, &c. is t0 ſay; in : 1 
other Words, that Children can ſee without Light, and 
that they bear "without the Vibration of the Air. 1 
only beg in favour of Malebranche, that you would. 
not ſuppoſe he was a Madman: And conſequently 
-I hope, you will acknowledge, theſe Words muſt” 
be taken in another Senſe, than Dr. Blondet” * 
ſents. 3 
 Malebranche < ays alſo, That we fre all 7 hings in 
God: Ir is plain, he does not mean this, with our 
Eyes, as we ſee ſenſible Objects. But in the Senſe, 
the Apoſtle ſays, That in him we live, and move, and 
have our Being, it is of Conſequence neceſſary, that 
we ſee all Things in him: But let thoſe underſtand 
it, who can. Malebranche certainly did not mean 
thoſe Words in their literal Senſe; he looked on the 
Mother and Child, as a Compound, comparable to. 
the Union of Soul and Body: And if you con, 
ſider, that the Life of the Child is bound vp with'. 
the Life of the Mother, you will be able to form 
ſome Notion of that* particular State; to conceive, . 
what intimate Relation that is, diſtinct from all 
others; and to comprehend how it is poſſible, there 
may be a Communication of Agitations and Aﬀec-, 
tions in fo cloſe an Union. . 
Our Author's laſt Objection here, is, That 
the chief Symptoms which follow the moſt violent 
Paſſions, appear about the Thorax; but that Chil- 
dren in Nero, having the Organs of Reſpiration in 
a State of Inaction, are exempted from theſe dread- 
ful Symptoms. This Difficulty is intirely removed 
by what we have obſerved before! that the Condi- 
tion of a Child in the Womb is a particular State, 
diſtinẽt from all others, and to be conſidered in a 
different Light accordingly. 
btb, and laftly, 1 hope you will forgive me one 
Remark, which 1s indeed quite foreign tq our Boll. * 
nels at : preſent 3 but is 6 Ow occaſtonal, and © 
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brought in by Dr. Blandel. He is. pleaſed. to quote 
Mr. Hobbes's Definition of Laughter, . That. it is 4 
Sudden Glory, ariſing from ſome ſudden Conception of 
ſome Eminency ix our ſelues by Campariſon with the In- 
firmity of others, or with our own formerly. I am not 
of that Opinion; altho' the great Mr. Addiſon has 
given, his Approbationto it, For I have frequently 
obſeryed, that we laugh at many odd Accidents, 
which give us no Occaſion to make any Compariſon 
of ourſelves with others. But Dr. Blondel's Obſer- 
vation is worth Notice alſo, viz. That very often 
there is no Poſſibility of Time of making any 2 
If you would underſland the Nature of Laughing, I 


adviſe you rather. to read the Chapter, n Wy: 
a * f of that Affection. 


e . H A P. vil. 2 
” 127 55 take in here the A 8. 


ters. Dr. Blonde! is to ſhew,. that Anatomy is 
folutely againſt the current Opinion. I own, this 
Battery would be the moſt confiderable, and dread- 
ful, it it could be abſolutely co . and de- 
monſt rated adequately: If it could evince an actual 
Impoſſibility for our Opinion. But our Knowledge 
in Anatomy is not ſo compleat! And beſides, = 


can that hurt us? Since we never pleaded Anatomy; LE, 


ſince we confeſs, that we underſtand nothing in the 
Phenomenon, nor know how to account for it; and 
ſince the whole Affair is not under the Reach and 
Cognizance of Anatomy. Is it fair to bring us be⸗ 
fore a Tribunal, whoſe Right we cannot acknow- 
ledge ? However we will cope with him here. 
I. He conſiders firft, the Syſtem of Generation 
in general ; the Subſtance of which comes to this, 
That all the. Parts of the Feetus arg actually exiſtent 
ſemetubere, and delineated even before Conception, as a 


TOW in the Seed: * 1 the Fart, both, 1 


4 ? ¹¹w 
and great, internal and external, are in the Bang 
and though ſome appear later than others, yet they 
have been Exiſtents, and have had their Beginning 
at the ſame Time: That all Animals are ex Animale, 
and that the Ovum is the proper Nidus, in Which 
the Animalcule lodges itſelf, and 1 n it is 
nouriſhed for a Time. 
All I ſnall anſwer to this Atgument; is, ths this 
0 Doctrine is as ſtrong againſt the A ant 
of Monſters; and yet whoever denied theſc ? 
If every one ons from his like, how comes 
there to be ſo many different anomalous Concep- 
tions, and Births? Shall we ſay, that theſe were 
_ preexiſtent ? Or, can we find any thing in Anatomy 
that will favour: their Exiſtence? And, if we muſt 
allow the Conſequence that is drawn from this Doc- 
trine; via. That the Fztus muſt have been ſome- 
where, ever ſince the Creation of the World, in the 
origihal Ouum, what ſhall we ſay to juſtify» the 
3 and Goodneſs of God ? But, before I 
this Argument home, I deſire them to account, 
ftrom Anatomy, for the Production of Monſters, 
1 3 I promiſe then to account for the Froduct of 
| Imagination. In the mean while, I ſhall obſerve, 
that this Doctrine of the Fe!us being ſomewhere, 
from the Beginning of the World, in the original 
Ovum, is grounded on the Doctrine of the infinite 
Dioiſibility of Matter, which, 1 fear, is ill applied, 
and worſe underſtood: But I ſhall not enter into .-# 
| ſuch philoſophical Diſputes. _— 
II. Having conſidered - the qeneral Sytem of 
Generation, he goes through the whole Courſes of 
"Conchyeion; and Pregnancy; deſcribing. every dif- 
ferent Stage in this Progreſs; which be reduces to 
three z and, ſtopping at the End of each, he always: 
makes the ſame Concluſion, vis. That the Mother”s 
Imagination can have no Effect upon the Child. I need 
not repeat this Crambe * nor follow, him wer 


[48 ] 


„ whis Progreſs. If the Ladies deſire to be thoroughly 
informed, they will do well to read his Treatiſe: 
And I had much rather they ſhould compare his 


Arguments with mine, than that they ſhould: take 
any thing at: ſecond Hand. Nay more, if they 

ſnould be convinced by him, I ſhould be glad — 
put an End to this Diſpute, and ſubmit to their 
Deciſion. I ſhall therefore anſwer this whole phy- 
ſiological Diſcourſe by one general Argument; and 
then only make ſome few occaſional n or 
Teattered Obſervations. ' 

F. The AgG6umenT. He wiche as well diſſect 


the Brain, or the Liver, and ſtopping at every dif- 


ferent Part, ſay; the Diforder of the Hypochonariacs 


cannot proceed from thence, nor from thence; the 


Imagination of the Hypochondriacs. cannot lie in 
that Place, nor in this; There is no Connection be- 


- twixt this, or t'other, Eur? the Imagination. of 'the 


- Hypochonariacs'; this cannot be the Cauſe of vain 
- Imaginations ; there is no Communication of Veſ- 
ſels, no Anaftomofis, no Dependence of one Part 
upon the other; and conſequently, it is impoſſible, 


any Man ſhould imagine Things that are not, 


think himſelf a Gooſe, a Pig, a Wolf, Sc. But 
* . will this do againſt Experience | ? Let this be applied 
to the preſent Caſe, and you will find it alike con- 
cluſive, to argue any thing from the Diſpoſition of 


Parts, one Way, or t'other. I pay now to the 8 


REFLECT IOS. : 
RETL. I. If Dr. Bunde! had ade ſatisfied to 
lay, only, as he does ſometimes, Hence it appears, 


Horte difficult it is for the Mother's Imagination to reach 


' the Child, to have any Power, &c. we ſhould per- 


* my 


fectly agree; but when he ſays, "tis not pefibles: Who 


can bear it ? | wk; x 
p hat 
the Liquor, in which the — 1wims, forces the - 


REFL. 2. The Doctor fa, ys. fpag;: 0 05 1 


tender Pegicul (if there be Tae to give: way : But 
- (pag 
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(pag; 117.) he lays, without the leaſt Boilies that 
this Liquor growing into a hard Subſtance, preſſes, 
like a Tourniquet, upon the Pedicul of the O 
ftrangling the Veſſels, cuts off all matiner of Com- 2 
munication between the Mother, and the Ovaum. | 
NM. B. Firſt he doubts, whether there be a p = 
Ac! ; and afterwards, without proving there is any, 
he pretends it is cut off by a Tourniquet. See what 
Weight there is in this Argument! For, ſuppoſing 
there was a Pedicul, who can ever prove ſuch a 
Thing as a Tourniguct? Not to inſiſt on the Folly | 
of this metaphorical Expreſſion. And all this 
Struggle is for no other End, but to maintain, that 
the Ovum is a diſtinct Individuum; having no ſtronger 
Ties, than thoſe: of | Contiguity./ O pudor 0 pole 
præceps veſania voti! .  : Bucnan. de Sph. 1 
Rr. 3. In the Advertiſement to his Book, he 
deſires Dr. Turner, to declare the Page, and the Lines 
where be has aſſerted, That the Mother and*Child (in 
Utero) are no more related, than when it is feeding on 
the Nurſes Knee, &c. I ſhall therefore, in Compli- 
_ ance wich his Requeſt, and in Defence of Dr. Tur- 
ner, produce the Pages, and Lines of this preſent 
Treatiſe, where he aſſerts the ſame Thing, if not 
exactly in the ſame Words, at * Pre a the 
ſame Purpoſe; or Serffe. 4 a : 
Thus (Page 118.) he fays, it is N in the ſe- 
cond Stage, That the Fætus is an Individunen diſtin | 
and ſeparate from the Mother's Body, © ©» 
(Page 119.) He aſſerts, That the add Stage is : 
not eſſentially different from the ſecond, the Fern | 
remaining ſtill a diſtinꝭt Individuum from the * Mo. 
ther, with whom it is united by 10 _ Maas than | 
Contiguity. 5 
(Page 120.) He 3 There i is no 2 Common Ci 
chi of Blood between them ;, "no Communication of 
Animal Spirits y they have not the: ſame Senſation: 
And in the next . you will find theſe 
| very 


and 


. t 50. 1 
very | Words < In ſhort the Child is 46 diſtinct 
% from the Mother, as an Infant which is at the 
% Breaſt, is ſeparate from the Nurſe, upon whoſe 
«Milk it feeds, and tis no more poſſible, for the 
„Mother's Imagination to act upon the Fætus in 
Nero, than for a Nurſe, by her Fancy, to make 
„ upon the 1 Babe any Mark or Impreſſion.“ 

REEL. 4. T Daerr, or Anaſtomoſes, of 
abs Veins with the Arteries cannot be demonſtrated 
every where; but it may be demonſtrated, that 
Circulation could not be carried on through the 
Parenchyma-of the Antients; and therefore Dr. Tur- 


ner may ſuppoſe; upon juſt Grounds, that the Veins 


and Arteries of the Placenta inoſculate with thoſe of 
the Urerus, _—_— Anatomiſts have not vet dif- 
covered. it by th cir Injections. e 

RET 5. That there is a Se Blood 
5n' the of the Fatus, diſtinct from the Mo- 
ther's, is certain ; but we are not leſs aſſured, that 
there is alſo. a Circulation from the Fætus to the 
Mother by Means of the umbilical Veſſels. 

Xe. 6. Dr. Blonde] ſays (pag. 120.) That the 
| Hane deus its Nouriſnment from the Uterus, in- 
ſenſibly, and lite a Vegetable, which mates no Re. 
turn io the Earth of what it receives from the Ground, 

And again (pag. 128) he .repeats, That the Child 
_ adheres tothe Uterus, as a Plant does to the Ground; 
and that it is no' Part of the Mother, but a diftindt 

Individuum. But the Compariſon is falle: For the 
Rev. Dr. Hates, and fome others, have demonſtra- 


tables, both afcenting and deſcending; 3 dictinct 
Veſſels (analogous to Veins and Arteries) from the 
Earth, and back to the Earth again. And here 1 
conclude, to put an End to theſe anatomical Re- 
ſlections, by obſcrving, that Dr. Blonde is in the 
right, to affirm more modeſtly at faſt, that Ima- 

3 cannot do the Fetus any 4 2 4 


. * 8 
CHAP. M | 
1s very „ laſt Puſh 1 that Marks. and” De- 


ET But this does not affect us in the leaſt, 


ſince. we don't deny it. What Neceſſity is there, 
(fays he) to have Recourſe to Imaginary Conſe, when. 


Marks and Defarmities can be accounted for in a na- 


_ jural Way? Noceratinly. But on the other hand 


allo, when. Imagination is pleaded,” and no other 
Cauſe appears, why ſhould we have Recaurſe ta 
natural ones? We did not want then his Sketch of 
the Cauſes of Marks and Deformities, which we knew 
before, I ſhall therefore only make ſome Remarks 
upon it, and ſo put an End to this tedious _ 
ration. 

1. He ſays, Don't we fee the ite every Day er 
Vegetables, though they are not capable of Imagination? 
I have reflected on this; but here are ſo many 
Wonders to be conſidered, that I defer my An. 
Pig to this Objection, for ſome hey: Oe. 

ag 129. 7 f 3-4 

2. There are many confuerable D: for vit, which | 
are never referred to Imagination, viz. The i 
Conformation of the Viſcera, Sc. I acknowledge i it 4 
But does this better agree with the Principle, that 
all the Parts are before-hand farmed in Quo? Let 
us have an Anſwer to this Queltion, and 1 will then 
proceed further, Pag. 1300. 

3. Should it not be very ſtrange ad apartatantable; 
and even next to a Miracle, if a — Body, able a 
receive the leaſt Impreſſion, did not diſcaper out ward 
by ſome Marks, or Deformities, the ſad. Efets of ſo 
many Diſtempers ? Here would be room for ſeveral 
Reflections. Diftempers that happen to Children 
are of various Kinds; ſome ſeem to be derived from 
Father, and ſome from nn and the Cauſes of 


ele 


formities may be accounted for from other 


* 


4 


theſe are very hidden: But as for thoſe which * 


happen in the Womb, it is not eaſy to be under- 


ſtood, how any ſhould be owing to the Place, 
and not to ſome extraordinary Accident, proceed - 
ing from the Mother. 1 have not Time to con- 


ſider- thoſe great Difficulties, Obſerve only the 
Doctor's Expreſſion: F à tender Body, able 10 re- 


cerve the leaft Impreſſion : Is not this, what we ſay? 
Is not this the Reaſon, why Imagination may af- 
fect it? When the Blood and Spirits are agitated 


and fluttered by the Paſſions and Affections of the 


Mother, may they not ruſh upon the Child with 
Violence, and leave their Impreſon on him! ? 


Pag. 133. 
4. The honeſt Hildonus, that micfligent Swiſs, 


is called again to account here : He tells us, That 
aving made Fritters to her Miſtreſs's 


a Maid, not 
Fa , the Gentlewoman was brought to bed of a 
female Child, which had a round ſwelling 'on the 


ſmall of the Back, very like a Fri ritter. Dr. Blondel, 
inſtead of allowing the Cauſe, is pleaſed to make 
a new Diſtemper of it, and — it Hernia ſpinalis. - 


Hernia ventoſa indeed, is a Diſtemper incident to 
Children, in that ſame Place; but Hernia Jdinalis 1 15a 


wonderful Thing, of which I wiſh he had given us 
the true Cauſe, ſince he does not like Imagination. 
Not content with this, he banters ſtill that worthy 
Author; becauſe he tells us, that the Mother had 
rubbed that Place with her Right- hand. Fie for 
ſhame! Was he not bound to tell us every Parti- 


cular? What he had heard? But the Doctor is an- 


anſwer ſuch en os 
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gry, it was the Rigbi- hand, as if it was not that we 
moſt readily uſe! And he ſuppoſes beſides, that the 
Deformity ought to have been about the Child's 
Lips, becauſe the Fritter miſt have made the Gen- 
tlewoman's Mouth water. © Comical ! 1 1 on can 


= 


Horns upon his Head: Nay; on this Occaſion he 
applies theſe remarkable Words from Pliny, though 


vincible Arguments from Anatomy againſt it? Could 
the Heart perform in its Functions without the 


vas no Brain, where were the Nerves? I will not 
inſiſt on this further. For my Part; I believe it is 
father a malicious Sarcaſm upon the Sex; as if it 
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tart. ol 

+ 1 ſhall not contradit hete the dio lelsgel 
Accounts, he gives of ſome Deſormities. They 
are very ingenious and probable. The Remark 
going to make; does not touch them; but never- 
theleſs 1 may call it an Obſervation. ad bominem. 


T have made you obſerve before, how ready the 


Doctor is to ſay, that Authors ſwallow greedi 7. 
whatever favours their Syſtem. Now you may fe- 
member, he rejected the anita of Blegny, when 
he relates (pag. 24.) the Story of a Child born with 


he does not name him: One would think, that 


thoſe Story-mongers have nothing in view, but to try 


the Credulity of good People, or 10 ridicule, and diſ- 
grace human Nature, and affront the Wiſdom of our 
Maker. Who would think, after this, that he 
ſhould bring an Inſtance in his own Favour, from 
ſuch a ſuſpected, and deſervedly irreputable Author, 
1 mean Blegny-? But here he quotes, without any 
Scruple, the moſt unwarrantable Story of all, from 
him: (Pag. 135.) Blegny tells us; @ Girl. was Born 
without Brain, and lived five Nays. Is it-poſlible? 
Could the Doctor believe this Are there not in- 


Nerves, that come from the Brain? But if there 


was nothing extraordinary, that Girls ſhould have 
no Brains. 2 Prejudice | O Partiality | 


* Sed hoc ea in ie, quæ quoridie invehatur; a abundet; 


& hoe mendacium coarguat, ſerio quemquam dixiſſe, ſumma 
8 contemptio eſt, & intoleranda mendaciorum impunitas 
ib. 37. c. 2 


Quæ quidem ſcripſiſſe eos non fine contempro & irrifa generis 
humani arbitor, ib. c. 9. 7 
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4 34 Sg "3 
he Cooper's Wife ( 26) 
9 90 bags = 5 : a Child, whole & (pg. hung 
. bo rhe Abdamen, is brought before us again; in 

orcer 7 abuſe afreſh» op o N injured 
— ain. „ 

The Doctor poses here, as the did elbe in the 


E © Hiſtory of the Calf (pag. 48.) that this Child 2 


6 Difzemper vbich oy the Growth of the In- 
immens, or Muſcles.” But Horſtius, to make us 
pnderſtand only, how Imagination, - poſſibly, could 
do the Effect, obſerves, that the Viſcera are ſoft, 


and hardly covered with jbe thinneſt Membranes at this 


Time. io is moſt reaſonable here? The Doctor, 


in ſupſip Ong a Diſtemper without Foundation ? Or 
Horſtius in accounting for an Effect, after the molt 
provable Mant@?-1 leave the Reader to judge. 
I think it is now Time to draw towards a Con- 
cluſion. 1 have thoroughly weighed all the re- 
-maining Paragraphs of our. Author's, laſt Chapter. 
He repreſents once more that famous Principle, viz, 


of all Vegetables, and of all Animals now in 
Being, are &Principio ; He ſuppoſes, they may have 
received various Injurigs, in all the preceding Suc- 
ceſſions, during the State of Ora, from one Gene- 
ration to another. I have already obſerved, that this 
Principle 1s liable to great Difficulties; I ſay fur- 
ther, that there is no end of tracing ſuch remote 
Cauſes; and that this will not prove, that Imagi- 
nation is never concerned in the Buſineſs, Let theſe 

_ . Cauſes be ſuſpected, where Imagination is not ac- 
cuſed; but whenever it is certain Imagination was 
| guilty, let us not accuſe thoſe Cauſes : Here it is, 
we may fitly apply an excellent Maxim of Celſus 


ub evidentibus cauſis, obſcuris omnibus non & coguatione 
erlißcis, fed ab ipſa arte rejettis. in Preet. And 
8 it IS, think, I _—_ leave Dr. Bondel defeated : 


"SS N * 


That ſbere is no new C realion, and that the Rudiments | 


Nationalem puto Medicinam efſe debere; intrui vero. 


2 \ 


ee OO 


- Mm wing. 
tions, 


nothing more _Y 
our- Leiſure, in one View. B * 
Let this, however, be ſaid in Og of .. * 

th, That he « «4 
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| Reſeting to Pug 14: aboye. 


E confelits ( pag.” 37 1 n api m * Fe 5 

. That the bild may ſuffer by the "Aﬀetions of 

the Mother's Mind. But this is contradicted ftrongly 

afterwards, as pag. 102. where hey ſag, That 7be. 
Mother's. Thoughts are extenfroe and peculiar o ber, 
and without the Reach of 1he.Child's Mind which is 
yet not acquainted with the" outward eo : 

diſturb the Mather. But more remarkably, pagy 
where you will find theſe Words : Now if 4 mh 
violent of all Paſſions, And the lileſt to fee the 
Ovary, cannot at the Ti ime mentioned, by increaſing 
the Velocity of the Blood and Spirits, 3 an Alter- 
2 in the Quay, Why Bau Paſſions do ii at other 

imes.? 

But 1 would have you obſerve belides, That 
this is the Time, when Fxeyvs himſelf ſays, *Tis 
very unlikely, that the Power of Fancy ſhould" be ex- 
erted: And that, for the very Reaſon, that the 
Doctor had aſſigned before, pag. 10, viz. That 

the Latin Admonition, Mind what yo do, is never 
obſerved more ſtrictly, than upon that Occaſion. 


And again, pag. 118. Let our Paſſions be never 


o violent, yet they are confined within ibe Sphere of 


the Mind, and of the Bod): By what Magick they 8 
- is the Imagination of one Being, capable to affe ana- 


, © ther, which is entirely a different Inviviouum ? 


Another Volk zdictien. pag. 3. He lays, in 1 | 


* I 


4 ac ave ee a tad „5 


tory | of thi er? Wie ( 8. 26) 
« lieged.of a Child: whoſe ek e hung 


t of the Abdomen, is brought before us again; in 


. Horftins. - 72 
The Doctor ſu uppoſes hare, as the did ebe in the 
© Hiſtory of the Gaif (pag. 48.) that this Child had 


'Zeguments, or Muſcles.” But Horſtius, to make us 
underſtand. 


do the Effect, obſerves, that the Viſcera are ſoft, 
and hardly covered with hs thinneſt Membranes at this 


Time. Who is moſt reaſonable here? The Doctor, 


in ſupſipong a Diſtemper without Foundation? Or 
- Horftius in accounting for an Effect, after the moſt 
Probable Manner? 1 leave the Reader to judge. 
I chink it is now Time to draw towards a Con- 
cluſion. I have thoroughly, weighed all the re- 
-maining, Paragraphs of our, Author's, laſt Chapter. 
He repreſents once more that famous Principle, viz, 
That there is no new C reation, and that the Rudiments 
of all Vegetables, and 1125 all . Animals now in 
Being, are à Principio ; He ſuppoſes, they may have 
received various Injurigs, i all the preceding Suc- 
ceſſions, during the State of Ora, Koi one Gene- 
ration to another. I have already obſerved, that this 
Principle is liable to great Difficulties; I ſay fur- 
ther, that there is no end of tracing ſuch remote 
Cauſes; and that this will not prove, that Imagi- 
nation is never concerned in the Buſineſs. Let theſe 
Cauſes be ſuſpected, where Imagination is not ac- 
cuſed; but whenever it is certain Imagination was 
guilty, let us not accuſe thoſe Cauſes : Here it is, 
we may fitly apply an excellent Maxim of Celſus, 
Nationalem puto Medicinam eſſe debere; inſtrui vero 


ub evidentibus cauſis, obſcuris omnibus non d cogitatione 


grlificis, fed ab ipſa arte rejeftis. in Pref. And 


Ke ah it Is, I think, I may leave Dr, Blopdel defeated : | 
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ibe Mother*s Mind. Bus this is contradicted ſtrongly 
afterwards, as pag. 102. where hes f 
Mother's Thoughts are extenfroe"and pe 


yet not acquainted with the on 


diſturb the Mother. But more remarkably, pa 2 2 14+ 
where you will find the { Words: : Now if 1 


Ovary, cannot at the 7. 2 mentioned, by increaſing 


the Velocity of the Blood and Spirits, can an Alter- 


ation in the G ry Hoould Paſſions do it at other 
T2 


But J would” ors you olive. beſides; That 


this is the Time, when Fxzyvus himſeif ſays, *Tis 


very unlikely, that the Power of Fancy ſhould” be ex- 
erled: And that, for the very Rea on, that the 
Doctor had aſſigned before, pag. 10, viz, That 


the Latin Admonition, Mind what pom do, is never | 


obſerved more ſtrictly, than upon that Occaſion. 


And again, pag. 118. Let our Paſſions be neuer 


1 violent, yet they are confined within the Sphere of 


the Mind, and of the Body: By what Magick they 7 Og: 
is the Imagination of one Being, capable to affect ano- 


"oF ther, which is entirely a different Indivipuvum ? 


Another Contradiaion, Pas 3. He ſays, 4n * 
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bk pag. 121. He d ha mpetus the Blood's x | 


by 


4 tion 7s broke before it can reach the Body of the Chila K- » 


| * and conſequently tis di cult to under and, bort it 5 


= to make any particular! Impreſſion __ tbe Zu. . — 5 : 
io. "Ip = | 


What more contradictory chan the 3 IJ 
Paſſa ges ? pag. 97. He ſays, F the Mother, by the 8 
Strength of ber Fancy can make any Mark, or 
4 Sjęnalure on ber Body, if cannot change the 3 
; Situation, Masi, and Number of ber Limbs : In 
= ſhort, if ſbe cannot makgid' determinate Alteration in 
ber own Body, by a determinate Imagination, 
ſhould wet e, that ſhe is able to do it in the Child. 
But, pag. 139. He gives the very Reaſon for it, 
that we — give, for. he ſays, *Tis eafy to con- 
eerve, that the Body of the'Felus, being ſoft and tender, 
is labs io be bruiſed and daſbed in Pieces by the ftrong 
Convuſſions of the Tubes, and thoſe of the Uterus, 5 
by the violent Contractions u the Muſcles of the . 
domen, which do preſs upon it with great Force. Not 
to mention what 1 have already quoted, pag. 3. in 
ſtronger Terms ſtill, Now where is the Wonder, &c. 
N. B. I have obſerved, (pag. 53.) that Blegnf 
is a ſuſpected Author, and I cannot tell, whether 
here is not a further Proof of it. The 'Story r es. 
Jated by the Doctor (pag. 24.) f a Child born with 
Forns upon his Head, and cloven Feet; becauſe his 
Father having afted a Satyr, had knowledge of bis 
Wife in that : Dreſs Seems to be the ſame wit 
that related (pag. go) from Ludev. Vives; of the 
Mun, who having perſonated the Devil, would 
needs have to do with his Wife, in that Habit, 
d got by her . Child of the ſame Diabohcat. , 
gue. © 
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